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VALE GEORGE KNOTT -1911-2001

This year we lost one of our most revered life members in George Knott. We are privileged to have known George
and his memory will live on in VRWC with the institution of the George Knott Trophy which will be awarded to the
winner of the Mens Open 5000m Walk at the Athletics Victorian Championships.
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George joined the Collingwood Harriers on 02/12/1929 and thus was started an athletics career that lasted some 70
years.

He competed in many events as most did then, but specially middle distance and pole vault. In 1930 he had his first
race walk in a club championship, and from then on mixed running and walking.

Coached by lifetime friend Bill Tunaley, George improved his times and from 1936 onwards, he won many
Victorian walk championships, as well as the Australian Championships over 1 mile and 10,000 metres.

By 1940, George was club captain but, with the outbreak of war, the club was disbanded. It was not until 1946 that
re-establishment occurred and after things settled down, he was in top form once again, winning the 1947 Australian
10 km title and setting a world best time for 10,000 metres walk. This gained him selection for the 1948 Olympics in
London. In that event he finished 7th in his heat in the 10,000m walk.

He continued to race A grade at Interclub for many years, and would step in when the team was short of a walker,
and he continued in the lower grades until the 1970s. In veteran competition George and Bill Tunaley would line up
for field games, jumps, steeplechases and walks, as they had done in their youth, and George raced with the VRWC
up till his late eighties. There wasn't a trick that George didn't know, and he taught the other Collingwood walkers
how to use them to the club’s advantage. To confuse the opposition, he would take the front row and just before the
gun he would give his mate an almighty shove in the back so that he would find himself way out in front with
George hot on his heels.

George was a member of VRWC from the 1930s onwards and was one of the stalwarts over many years. His life
membership was awarded in 1964 but he remained an active member of the club for many years after that. But his
activities were not restricted to VRWC. He was also awarded life memberships of Athletics Victoria and
Collingwood Harriers and was awarded an Australian Sports Medal in 2000.

George died in early 2001 at the age of 90, leaving a legacy of 70 years of involvement in athletics as both a fierce
competitor and as an official.




PRESIDENT’S REPORT

The past 12 months have been satisfying for the VRWC. For the first year since occupying our Middle Park premises
we have been able to balance our finances, thanks mainly from the support of our members on race days.

Melbourne Water has finally removed the speed humps from our preferred course following persistent lobbying and
persuasion by the committee. Having seen many courses in Australia and many parts of the world over the past 48
years, | believe we now have the best. We have 3 alternate courses available at Middle Park and plans to alter the
path adjacent to the golf driving range will give us the opportunity to create yet another world class circuit.

The committee have identified our market - the people we need to cater for - we are getting good support from our
under age and veteran walkers and will design our racing programs to ensure these groups are serviced. We welcome
any feedback from the members to assist in our endeavours to satisfy all walkers.

Mark Donahoo's coaching sessions have been a valuable contribution to the club and help lift the standard of
Victorian Walking.

Our committee meetings have been of a high standard with some lively debate and positive decisions. | would like to
thank the committee for their untiring efforts throughout the year.

Without our volunteer officials and judges there would not be any competition. We should never underestimate the
value of our team and should appreciate how lucky we are to have such an experienced and enthusiastic group.

Our social committee is also a great asset; their fundraising efforts and canteen duties are very much appreciated.

Harry Summers

TREASURER’S REPORT

Dear Members

We have had a very good year, due to a few lucky breaks. At the end of our financial year we received $5000 from
the Estate of George Knott. During the year, we were also paid $1160 for running the Australian Championships
(2000 and 2001). Our subscriptions were slightly up and race fees increased by $1200.

As for expenses, we will be transferring monies next month from our investment accounts to cover the $784 we paid
out in Club Teams Fund and Merrifield Awards. Our Public Liability dropped significantly from $1859 to $822 due
to a new insuring covering our sport. Our postage seems a huge expense but I don’t consider it excessive. We have a
number of big mailouts each year and there is plenty of correspondence to be dealt with. There was also postage
associated with our 80" Anniversary celebration in November.

All our expenses for administration, trophies and rentals are fairly reasonable. It was also the first full financial year
that the GST had an impact, be it reasonable, over the whole 12 months.

Unfortunately, during the year, interest rates dropped markedly from 4-5.5% to 3-3.25%, a drop of 40%. This means
that the interest that we spend on Club Teams Fund and Merrifield Awards becomes less. There is not much that |
can do about this and neither will it change.

I look forward to once again serving the Club as Treasurer in the coming year.

Michael Bodey

Treasurer.



PUBLICITY OFFICER’S REPORT

Victorian Race Walking Club
Report by Publicity Officer - Ray Smith
THE SPORT in Australia receives media coverage, good and bad, when Australians are competing at the
International level.
VRWC WEBSITE is well established. Race Fixtures and Competition Rules are featured.
All results are posted on a weekly basis and the results pages are building a valuable archive for all time.
Visitors to the IAAF, Athletics Australia and Athletics Victoria internet websites can link through to the VRWC site.

A number of overseas visitors to the 2001 Brisbane World Veterans’ Championships confirmed that they are regular
visitors to our website.

VRWC NEWS was produced regularly throughout the year with weekly editions during the winter season. Total
production is being taken from the newsstand in the clubrooms. Main feature is complete weekly results.

Lack of contributions is a problem as ever. The Internet and athletic websites are a great assistance in collecting
material of interest to our membership.

Whilst the VRWC News is mainly for race day attendees, the Internet Newsletter from the Secretary’s Office reaches
a wider audience via internet mailing list for all who subscribe to the list.

MAJOR OBJECTIVES of publicity are to increase our membership and gain better acceptance and understanding of
race walking by the wider community, All VRWC members are publicity officers and field workers.

November 2001

SOCIAL COMMITTEE REPORT

In the early days of my involvement with the then VAWC, in the 1950’s and 60’s, the Social Committee actually did
organize social functions such as dances, crazy whist nights, picnics, etc. It is due to the work of those devoted
people that the club is in such a good financial position today.

In recent years, owing to the poor response from members for any social function, we have concentrated on the
canteen and making sure there is a cuppa (and a hot pie or pastie) for competitors, officials and supporters. We have
also provided lunches after Sunday morning walks and made a big effort to cater for a large crowd when an
Australian Championship has been conducted at Albert Park.

The Social Committee have purchased, using proceeds from canteen sales, a vacuum cleaner for club use, and a
weather shelter for officials.

My thanks to Joyce Summers and Kate Suich for cheerfully staffing the canteen and to Bob Gardiner and Mark
Donahoo for stepping in when circumstances prevented any of the Social Committee from attending.

We would appreciate help at anytime - a plea for help on the notice board brought one helper in Tony Johnstone
whose efforts with a tea towel match his prowess on the track.

Barbara Gardiner



SECRETARY’S REPORT

This year, our club membership was 120. This membership was split between 102 competitive members and 18 non-
competitive members who were in various categories — general supporters, officials and life members.

The 102 competitive members were split into age groups as follows

Age Group | Total Female Male
U10 14 8 6
uU12 10 3 7
u14 7 4 3
U16 10 6 4
uU1s8 4 2 2
u20 5 3 2
Open 19 10 9
40+ 14 3 11
50+ 9 3 6
60+ 9 2 7
70+ 1 0 1
102 44 58

Over half our competitive membership is Under 20 or younger.

During the course of the year, 149 walkers availed themselves of our various races. Of these 149, 102 were members
of the club. The remainder were either racing in special events such as Victorian Championships, Victorian Veteran
Championships or Schools Championships or racing as visitors.

Thus there would seem to be room for increasing our membership. There are always further areas to be tapped.

These include

- the summer walkers who compete in Interclub but who do not choose to enhance their walking with a winter

season of roadwalking

- the many veteran walkers who compete at their local veteran venues
- the school and Little Athletics based walkers.

Our challenge is to continue to build our membership and remain a strong and active force in Victorian athletics.

There is also a strong racewalking presence in country Victoria. Active sister clubs are to be found in Ballarat,
Bendigo and Geelong. All clubs came together once again to send a strong team to Canberra to compete in the
Australian Federation of Race Walking Clubs in June 2001. It is pleasing to see us all joining as one state based
organisation after a number of years of fragmentation in Victoria.

VRWOC also hosted a series of championships during the course of the year. These included

- The Australian 50 Km Championship and Selection Trial for the 2001 World Championships
- All except one of the Athletics Victoria Roadwalking championships

- The Athletics Victoria Schools Roadwalking championships

- The Victorian Veteran Assn Roadwalking championships

- Our own VRWC club championships.

Thus we can indeed lay claim to be at the centre of Melbourne and Victorian based walking.

Here are the main results of these various championship races.



VRWC CLUB CHAMPIONSHIPS

Five separate sets of VRWC club championships were run during the year. These events covered a variety of

distances and age groups. Medallists are as follows

ALBERT PARK, 17 DECEMBER 2000

VRWC 20k Open Men VRWC 20k Open Women
GUS THEOBOLD MEMORIAL 1. Simone Wolowiec 105-23
1. Dominic McGrath 95-19 2. Natalie Saville 108-55
2.  Marcus Dwyer 96-04 3. Shirley Hay 119-23
3. Mark Donahoo 105-09
VRWC 5k Under 20 Men VRWC 5k Under 20 Women
1. Richard Kozaris 28-57 1. Ezo Girgin 32:20
2. Eti Girgin 38 26
VRWC 1.5 kmUnder 12 Girls VRWC 1-5 km Under 12 Boys
1. Eda Girgin 9-21
1. Patrick Lineen 8-19
2. Daniel Lineen 8-55
3. Nicholas Mirachi 9-48
VRWC 1-5 km Under 9 Boys VRWC 1.5 km Under 9 Girls
1. Timucin Girgin 8:32 1. Alison Ozanne 13-12
2. Ergenekon Girgin 9.48
VRWC 10k Veteran Women
STELLA MURNANE MEMORIAL
1. Heather Carr 59.31
2. Janet Holmes 64-03
3. Celia Johnson 64-07
ALBERT PARK, 13 MAY 2001
VRWC 15KM OPEN WOMEN
1. Lynne Ventris 1-14-29
2. Tracey Rosengrave 1.19-16
3. Megan Peters 1-20-00
VRWC 15 KM UNDER 20 WOMEN
1. Erin Adamcewicz 1.24.21
VRWC 5KM UNDER 16 BOYS VRWC 5KM UNDER 16 GIRLS
1. Jamie Barnes 26-40 1. Brigette Burns 26-18
2. Jodie Emmerson 27-39
3. CRickard 31.22
VRWC 5KM UNDER 14 BOYS VRWC 5KM UNDER 14 GIRLS
1. Jayden Strattan 28-05 1. Fauve Jacobs 28-21
2. Jake Hogan 29-37 2. Tyne Boddy 28-51
VRWC 2KM UNDER 12 BOYS VRWC 2KM UNDER 12 GIRLS
1. Jake Hogan 11.33 1. EdaGirgin 11-55
2. Nicholas Mirarchi 12-42 2. Lana Boddy 13-30
3. Reece Boddy 13-28
VRWC 1KM UNDER 9 BOYS VRWC 1KM UNDER 9 GIRLS
1. Timucin Girgin 5.01 1. Taylah Rollo 6-57
2. Chase Lurati 5.33 2. Allison Ozanne 7-43
3. Josephine Mirarchi 9:09




ALBERT PARK, 24 JUNE 2001

VRWC 20km MEN
ALF ROBINSON MEMORIAL

VRWC 10km WOMEN
MABEL ROBINSON MEMORIAL

1. Duncan Knox 1. Tracey Rosengrave 50-20

2. Ken Walters 2. Kylie Bonney 53-48
3. Rachael Loone 54.56

VRWC UNDER 20 MEN 10KM VRWC UNDER 20 WOMEN

1. Travis Middlemiss 50-41 1. Erin Adamcewicz 52.-06

2. Adam Barnes 57-21 2. Jodie Emmerson 56-34

ALBERT PARK, 15 JULY 2001

VRWC 2 KM U12 BOYS VRWC 2 KM U12 GIRLS

1. Nicholas Mirarchi 12:23 1. EdaGirgin 11:35

2. Reece Boddy 12:31

3. Lana Boddy 13:31

VRWC 1.5 KM U9 BOYS VRWC 1.5 KM U9 GIRLS

1. Ergeneken Girgin 9:23 1. Taylah Rollo 10:37
2. Alison Ozanne 12:16
3. Josephine Mirarchi 12:17

"HAROLD STEVENS" TRACK, COBURG, 18 AUGUST 2001

VRWC 2 HOUR OPEN MEN

1. Adam Barnes 20-200km

VRWC 1 HOUR OPEN MEN VRWC 1 HOUR OPEN WOMEN

1. Bob Gardiner 10-270km 1. Kylie Bonney 11-174 km

2. Harold Boddy 9-827km 2. Ezo Girgin 9-427km

VRWC UNDER 15 4KM BOYS VRWC UNDER 15 4KM GIRLS

1. Nicholas Mirarchi 27-56 1. Tyne Boddy 22-09
2. Sarah Alexander 23-56
3. Eti Girgin [invit] 27-18

VRWC LAKE CHAMPIONSHIPS, ALBERT PARK, 15 SEPTEMBER 2001

VRWC 5 MILE OPEN MEN VRWC 5 MILE OPEN WOMEN

1. Mark Donahoo 42-30 1. Erin Adamcewicz 42-29
2. Rachael Loone 44.40

VRWC 3 MILE UNDER 15 BOYS VRWC 3 MILE UNDER 15 GIRLS

1. Jamie Barnes 25-31 1. Tyne Boddy 30-38
2. Samantha Cook 32:27

VRWC 1 MILE UNDER 12 BOYS VRWC 1 MILE UNDER 12 GIRLS

1. Timucin Girgin 8-41 1. Eda Girgin 9.05

2. Nicholas Mirarchi 9.31 2. Lana Boddy 10-14

3. Chase Lurati 9.-38




ATHLETICS VICTORIA CHAMPIONSHIPS

VRWC hosted 4 of the 5 A.V championship days during the winter season. Our officials and judges form an expert

pool from which A.V. can draw and we provide a key service to A.V. in hosting these events.

A.V.50 KM OPEN MEN, 5/8/2001

A.V 20 KM OPEN WOMEN, 5/8/2001

1. Duncan Knox 5-44.07
A.V. 30 KM OPEN MEN, 15/7/2001

1. Frank Bertei 2:29:00
2. Mark Thomas 2:57:17
A.V.20KM OPEN MEN, 13/5/2001

1. Michael Harvey 1-35-01
2. Frank Bertie 1-35-52
3. Andrew Jamieson 1-36-56
A.V. 15 KM OPEN MEN, 1/7/2001

1. Michael HARVEY 69:45
2. Frank BERTEI 71:37
3. Chris ERICKSON 75:03

A.V.10KM OPEN MEN 5/5/2001
C.H. "BERT" GARDINER MEDAL

1. Wendy Muldoon 1-42-33
2. Tracy Rosengrave 1-45-00
3. Megan Peters 1-46-41
A.V.15KM OPEN WOMEN, 1/7/2001

1. Wendy MULDOON 75:11
2. Tracy ROSENGRAVE 75:29
3. Megan PETERS 79:32
A.V.10KM OPEN WOMEN, 15/7/2001

1. Tracey Rosengrave 48:11
2. Wendy Muldoon 48:19
3. Erin Adamcewicz 53:26

A.V. 10 KM U20 WOMEN, 5/8/2001
1. Erin Adamcewicz 51.04

1. Jared Tallent 44.15
2. Michael Harvey 46-19
3. Andrew Jamieson 46-40
A.V. 10 KM U20 MEN, 15/7/2001

1. Travis Middlemiss 51:52
2. Adam Barnes 53:45
A.V.8 KM U18 MEN, 5/8/2001

1. Jared Tallent 36-15
2. Travis Middlemiss 39-49
3. Adam Barnes 43-57

AV 8 KM U18 WOMEN, 5/8/2001

AV.5 KM U16 BOYS, 5/8/2001
1. Jamie Barnes 25-09
2. Jayden Strattan 26-57

A.V 3 KM U14 BOYS, 5/8/2001
1. Daniel Lineen 16-08
2. Kyle Bryant 16-19

1. Jodie Emmerson 44.17
2. Jaclyn Bryant 4433
3. Sarah Catling 46-10
A.V 5 KM U16 GIRLS, 5/8/2001

1. Bridgette Burns 25-44
2. Emma Gray 27-08
3. Tyne Boddy 27-38
AV 3 KM U14 GIRLS, 5/8/2001

1. Sarah Alexander 17-17
2. Brooke Palfreyman 17-43
3. Jessie Palfreyman 18-56

A.V. U19 BOYS 10 KM SCHOOLS, 15/7/2001
1. Travis Middlemiss 51:52
2. Adam Barnes 53:45

A.V.U17 BOYS 5 KM SCHOOLS,15/7/2001
1. Jamie Barnes 25:45
2. Matthew Erickson 32:12

A.V U17 GIRLS 5 KM SCHOOLS, 15/7/2001

A.V.U15 BOYS SCHOOLS,15/7/2001

1. Jake Hogan 16:17
2. Kylie Bryant 16:28
3. John Platt 17:19

1. Bridgitte Burns 26:03
2. Jodie Emmerson 26:54
3. Jaclyn Bryant 28:04
A.V. U15 GIRLS 3 KM SCHOOLS,15/7/2001

1. Tyne Boddy 16:09
2. Sarah Alexander 16:52

3. Tamara Platt 17:41




ATHLETICS AUSTRALIA CHAMPIONSHIPS

The main Athletics Australia winter championships were held in Hobart in September and a strong Victorian team
(with nearly all competitors being members of VRWC) dominated proceedings, winning 4 of the 8 titles on offer.

Athletics Victoria also hosted the annual A.A. 50 km title and VRWC helped conduct the event at Albert Park. This
resulted in all 4 finishers producing top performances, with the first 3 under 4 hours.

A.A. OPEN MEN 50 KM, 13/05/01, ALBERT PARK

1. Liam Murphy SA 3-54-37

2. Darren Bown SA 3:55:05

3. Duane Cousins Vic 3-59-25

4. Dominic McGrath Vic 4.01-53

A.A. OPEN MEN 30 KM, 02/09/01, HOBART A.A. OPEN WOMEN 10 KM, 02/09/01, HOBART

2. Duane Cousins Vic 2:25:15.0 2. Tracy Rosengrave Vic 49:38.0

4.  Frank Bertei Vic 2:30:41.0 3. Wendy Muldoon Vic 51:36.0
4. Justi Tonti-Filippini Vic 58:44.0
5. Roisin Gleich Vic 1:01:37.0

A.A. U20 MEN 10 KM, 10/06/01, CANBERRA A.A. U20 WOMEN 10 KM, 02/09/01, HOBART

1. Jared Tallent Vic 43.53 1. Erin Adamcewicz Vic 53:03.0

2. A Mellor NSW  47.40

3. Kim Mottram SA 47.44

4. Travis Middlemiss Vic 50.37

5. K Lacey Qld 52.22

6. Jamie Barnes Vic 57.15

A.A. U18 MEN 8 KM, 02/09/01, HOBART A.A. U18 WOMEN 8 KM, 02/09/01, HOBART

1. Jared Tallent Vic 41:34.0 3. Jaclyn Bryant Vic 46:20.0.

A.A. U16 MEN 5 KM, 02/09/01, HOBART A.A. U16 WOMEN 5 KM, 02/09/01, HOBART

1. Jamie Barnes Vic 25:30.0 1. Bridgitte Burns Vic 25:38.0
4.  Tyne Boddy Vic 27:50.0
6. Donna Bryant Vic 29:12.0

A.A. U14 MEN 3 KM, 02/09/01, HOBART A.A. U14 WOMEN 3 KM, 02/09/01, HOBART

2.  Kyle Bryant Vic 16:26.0 4.  Brooke Palfreyman Vic 17:43.0

3. Daniel Lineen Vic 16:47.0 6. Laura Robinson Vic 18:04.0
9.  Sarah Grahame Vic 19:38.0
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35TH AFRWC WALKING CHAMPS, WESTON PARK, CANBERRA, 10 JUNE 2001

Once again we were well supported by the Ballarat Race Walkers Club who added great depth to our team and
helped us win many shields. Thanks to Daryl Biggin for his help and support.

We dominated the male competition, winning 4 of the 5 teams events on offer. This was also the case last year. For
many years NSW dominated the junior ranks but we have matched them in recent years. This is very pleasing.

We have many very good female walkers but unfortunately, for various reasons, they did not attend this year’s
Canberra event. This left the way open for NSW Race Walking Club to dominate the female section, just as we
dominated the male section.

This meant the the honours were equally shared between NSW Race Walking Club and VRWC. This is a reflection
of the efforts put in by our walkers given that it is a 2.5 hour trip daytrip from Sydney compared with a 3 day
weekend trip for us. The event will always be unbalanced in favour of NSW and the challenge for us is to continue to
go the extra mile to match them.

AFRWC OPEN 20 MILES (32KMS) AFRWC WOMEN'S 10 MILES

3 Marcus Dwyer Vic 160.48 3 Rachel Loone Vic 1.26.00
4 Mike Harvey Vic 166.15

5 Frank Bertei Vic 168.15

9 Duncan Knox Vic 194.57

11 Andrew Blood Vic 208.04

13 Daryl Biggin Vic 212,51

Teams 1Vic 34 pts (M Dwyer, M Harvey, F Bertei),
3Vic2 13 pts (D Knox, A Blood, D Biggins)

AFRWC MEN'S 10 MILES AFRWC WOMEN'S 5,000M

1 Tim Erickson Vic 1.25.45 32 Belinda Platt Vic 32.55
2 Rob Jones Vic 1.28.23

4 Bob Gardiner Vic 1.31.56

7 Harold Boddy Vic 1.44.12

AFRWC UNDER-20 10,000M

1 Jared Tallent Vic 43.53

2 Chris Erickson Vic 47.22

5 Travis Middlemiss Vic 50.37

7 Jamie Barnes Vic 57.15

Teams 1Vic 7 pts J Tallent, C Erickson, T Middlemiss

AFRWC BOYS UNDER-17 5,000M

6 David Stevenson Vic 29.59

AFRWC BOYS UNDER-15 3,000M AFRWC GIRLS UNDER-15 3,000M

1 Jamie Barnes Vic 14.46 4 Tyne Boddy Vic 15.38
3 Jayden Stratton Vic 15.34 10 Lucy Ranger Vic 16.51
5 Jake Hogan Vic 16.06 15 Tamara Platt Vic 17.53
7 David Ranger Vic 16.58 17 Alex Dickson Vic 19.22
8 Tim Stevenson Vic 17.13

9 Matt Erickson Vic 17.27 Teams 3 Vic T Boddy, L Ranger, T Platt

12 Reece Boddy Vic 19.52

Teams 1Vic 32 JBarnes,J Strattan, J Hogan
2Vic2 18 D Ranger, T Stevenson, M Erickson
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AFRWC BOYS UNDER-12 2,000M

1 Jake Hogan Vic
4 John Platt Vic
5 Timucin Girgin Vic
7 Lee Copland Vic
10 Chase Lurati Vic
11 Ergenekon Girgin Vic
13 Nicholas Mirarchi Vic
15 Joshua Platt Vic

Teams 1Vic 30npts

10.28
10.56
11.07
11.51
12.09
12.46
13.25
14.09

J Hogan, J Platt, T Girgin
L Copland, C Lurati, E Girgin

AFRWC GIRLS UNDER-12 2,000M
6 Eda Girgin Vic
10  Lana Boddy Vic

11.23
12.12.

3Vic2 1ipts
BOYS AND GIRLS UNDER 9 1,000M
1 Chase Lurati Vic
2 Ergenekon Girgin Vic
4 Rachel Tallent Vic
9 Josephine Mirarchi Vic
11 Ebony Tallent Vic

5.34
5.45
6.14
8.09
8.38
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