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PAUL F DEMEESTER TALKS MATTERS IAAF AND IOC

Thanks to US Attorney at Law Paul F. DeMeester for another insightful analysis. That is the 23 rd in a row and it’s a beauty. You can
see links to all Paul’s articles at the bottom of webpage http://www.vrwc.org.au/save-the-50km.shtml.

DROP THE 50 SO THAT THE 50 CAN SUPPORT THE 50

By Paul F. DeMeester

Confused?  Bear  with  me.  Let’s  start  in  1968.  Tommie  Smith  (USA)  won the  Men’s  200  Meters  at  the  Olympic  Games.  His
countryman John Carlos was third, Australian Peter Norman second. During the podium ceremony, all three wore human rights
badges on their track suits. During the playing of the U.S. national anthem, the two American Black athletes, Smith and Carlos, raised
their fists, Smith his right fist, Carlos his left fist. The Black Power salute seen around the world. Both were shoeless and wore black
socks. Smith wore a black scarf to honor black pride. Carlos wore a necklace of beads to honor lynching victims. Smith and Carlos
were expelled from the Olympics. All three medalists endured abuse for their podium gestures for decades before they came to be
seen as courageous. The two Americans served as pall bearers at the funeral for their Australian friend Norman, who died in 2006.

1968 Podium for 200 Meters

Smith and Carlos are now revered, not reviled as they were back in 1968. Yet, the 2020 Olympic Charter Rule 50(2) specifically
forbids what the two did in Mexico City: “No kind of demonstration or political, religious or racial propaganda is permitted in any
Olympic sites, venues or other areas.” Smith and Carlos would be subject to the same Olympic treatment from Bach now as they
were from Nazi sympathizer Brundage then, courtesy of the current Rule 50. The rule was first added to the Olympic Charter in the
1975 edition as part of then-Rule 55, when it read slightly differently than now: “Every kind of demonstration or propaganda,
whether political, religious or racial, in the Olympic areas is forbidden.” Prior to that, a similar rule applied only to the cities that put
forth their candidacy to host the Games. At the time of the Smith and Carlos protest, an annex to the 1967 Charter spelled out that
candidate cities in their invitations to the IOC to host the Games must state that “ no political meetings or demonstrations will be held
in the stadium or other sports grounds, nor in the Olympic Villages, during the Games, nor in the preceding or the following week
….” In other words, the prohibition against political demonstrations did not apply to athletes at the time of the 1968 Olympics. The
promise that candidate cities were asked to make turned into a rule applicable to athletes in 1975 after U.S. 400 meter runner Wayne
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Collett had drawn attention to the plight of American Blacks when he was awarded the silver medal at the 1972 Olympics during the
playing of the U.S. national anthem when his teammate Vincent Matthews won gold.

This year’s Black Lives Matters movement has drawn attention to Rule 50 and many have called for its abolition. Hence, the first 50
mention in the title. What about the other two? Tokyo 2020 will feature the Men’s Olympic 50K Race Walk Event for the very last
time. A good reason for the three medalists to use the podium ceremony to protest the future deletion of the event. And while they are
at it, they should also protest the exclusion of women from the event. I recommend that they wear pink ribbons and pink bracelets
that are inscribed with the words, “50/50 Forever.” They would be supporting keeping the 50K and making it gender equal.

Besides, their protest may not even be prohibited by Rule 50. Rule 50 is aimed at political, religious or racial demonstrations. A
medalist raising her or his arms in the air to celebrate is not forbidden. What the 50K male medalists would be doing in wearing their
pink ribbons and bracelets is neither religious nor racial. Is it political? The Merriam-Webster dictionary of American English gives
different meanings to the word “political:”

1    a : of or relating to government, a government, or the conduct of government
      b : of, relating to, or concerned with the making as distinguished from the administration of governmental policy

2 : of, relating to, involving, or involved in politics and especially party politics

3 : organized in governmental terms

4 : involving or charged or concerned with acts against a government or a political system

Keeping the 50K Race Walk Event at future Olympics and rendering it gender equal in accord with the Olympic Charter do not seem
to fit the bill of any of the above definitions of “political.” Expect the IOC to see things differently. But who cares? If not for
themselves, their event, or their female colleagues who are excluded, the male 50K medalists should do it for all of us who back in
2017 helped save the Men’s 50K on the 2020 Olympic Programme. So what if they are disciplined for wearing “50/50 Forever” pink
ribbons and bracelets? They weren’t even supposed to be walking a 50K at Tokyo 2020 in the first place. Rule 50 should be dropped,
but even if it isn’t, male Olympic 50K walkers should visibly advocate for retention of their event, and for inclusion of their women
colleagues. Not so confusing, after all, is it?

2020 TASMANIAN SCHOOLS CHAMPIONSHIPS & STATE SENIOR SHORT TITLES, TUNBRIDGE, SAT 29 AUG

Thanks to Dave Moore for this week's results from Tasmania. He reports:

A fine day at Tunbridge, but a strong cross wind took the edge off a near perfect day for the first of our 2020 roadwalk titles. Our
younger brigades led the way with solid PB’s and courageous efforts.

Macy Devine led from start to finish in her 1.5km, averaging just about 6 minute/km pace, while Milah Hatten took another big
slice off her PB for that distance as well. In the U/14 Boys 2k, Sam Lindsay took it up to the more experienced Oliver Morgan in
the early part of the race, racing stride for stride. resulting in both earning PB’s for their 2k. Sheridan Hay, in her first 3km event,
had to contend with the dreaded racewalkers’ shin splints (many of us know what that is like!) and did well to complete her event.
Respectable  performances  were  put  in  by  our  elite  youngsters,  Will  Bottle over  5k  and  William  Robertson over  10k.  The
competition for the medals in the O/40 Women’s event was a forgone conclusion for Elizabeth Leitch, but fiercely contested in the
Men’s O/40 event, with Eugene Gerlach holding off the chasing duo of Ron Foster and Wayne Fletcher.

Lots of photos at https://www.facebook.com/racewalkingtasmania/photos/pcb.1437264266461018/1437258563128255/. 

U11 Girls 1.5km 
1. Macy Devine   9.13   first one
2. Milah Hatten 11.57   PB

U12 Girls 1.5km
1. Lily Carr   9.58   equal PB

U14 Girls 2km 
1. Gabby Hay 13.49 
2. Sam Lindsay 11.18   PB

U14 Boys 2km
1. Oliver Morgan 11.06   PB

U16 Girls 3km 
1. Sheridan Hay 27.24   first one

U16 Boys 3km
1. Oliver Morgan 17.37

U18 Men 5km 
1. Will Bottle 24.48 

40+ Women 5km
1. Elizabeth Leitch 34.27

40+ Men 5km 
1. Eugene Gerlach 36.34 
2. Ron Foster 38.00
3. Wayne Fletcher 38.34

Open Men 10km
1. William Robertson 48.22

https://www.facebook.com/racewalkingtasmania/photos/pcb.1437264266461018/1437258563128255/


Left: The 5km walkers get underway Right: some of the youngters

More action from Saturday (all photos from Rosie Coleman)

SARWC ROADWALKS, ADELAIDE PARKLANDS, ADELAIDE, SATURDAY 29 AUGUST

Thanks to Kim Mottrom for this week's results from South Australia: Today we had warm weather and some quick times. PB's for
Sebastian Richards, Zahra Kamish, Seth Upton and Cooper Rech.

5km Walk
1. Kristie Goznik 25:55
2. Richard Everson 27:07
3. Daisy Braithwaite 28:21
4. Peter Crump 29:28
5. Nellie Langford 29:30
6. Greg Metha 31:07
7. Royrie Upton 31:48
8. Kitarni Upton 31:59
9. Seth Upton 32:42
10. Cooper Rech 33:13
11. Adrian Upton 35:28
12. Liz Downs 37:38
13. Stephen Downs 39:32
14. James Hoare 40:22
15. Bill Starr 42:39

10km Walk
1. Mathew Bruniges 51:19
2. Olivia Sandery 53:12

Jared Tallent DNF 

2km Walk
1. Sebastian Richards 9:38
2. Archie Braithwaite 11:45
3. Tarique Kamish 12:02
4. Katie DeRuvo 12:12
5. Zahra Kamish 13:13
6. Xavier Upton 18:15

Edward Upton DNF 



SAMA ROADWALKS, LEFEVRE TERRACE, NORTH ADELAIDE, SATURDAY 29 AUGUST

Thanks to Colin Hainsworth for his weekly results from the South Australian Masters in Adelaide.

8km Handicap Walk
1. GRAHAM HARRISON 1:04:19 M77 69.87%
2. DAVID ROBERTSON 1:12:57 M87 72.97%
3. VALMAI PADGET 1:09:05 W76 75.14%

4km Handicap Walk
1. RODGER BARBER 32:32 M82 72.40%
2. EDNA BATES 36:03 W67 59.02%
3. DAVE FALLON 31:13 M68 62.21%
4. TREVOR BROWN 29:33 M71 68.15%
5. ROGER LOWE 32:27 M77 67.26%
6. LIZ NEUBAUER 32:41 W69 66.91%
7. HELEN BOWEN 35:42 W68 60.42%
8. GERALDINE SMITH 29:50 
9. CATHIE HORE 36:01 W69 60.72%
10. JAN LAYNG 33:04 W71 68.08%
11. JEFFREY KENNETT 41:45 M70 47.64%

QRWC CHAMPIONSHIPS, MUDGEERABA, GOLD COAST, SUNDAY 30 AUGUST

Thanks to Robyn Wales for the latest results from Queensland. She reports: 

Another beautiful day in Qld with the racing moved to allow our Northern NSW athletes to race one last time for the season. Being in
the border bubble they will not be able to attend the Qld Championships planned for next weekend.We had some quick times today
so hopefully, they all race sensibly next week in front of the QA judges!!

Talking of next week’s Qld championships, I see the entry lists are up at https://cdn.revolutionise.com.au/site/dkjkrspkzs2c4tnl.pdf.

Open 10km
1. Ignacio Jimenez 51.12
2. Peter Bennett 1.01.45

1. Brenda Gannon 1.04.22
2. Jennifer Stuckey 1.07.49
3. Noela McKinven 1.25.00

U20 8km
1. Charlotte Hamann 49.07
2. Jasmine-Rose McRoberts 56.03

U18 6km
1. Riley Whatman 38.20

1. Gabriella Hill 31.02

U16 4km
1. Lachlan McCure 18.57
2. Sam McCure 18.57
3. Kai Norton 21.31

1. Jayda Anderson 19.11
2. Amber Norton  20.43
3. Mia Bergh 21.44
4. Anika Clarke 22.35
5. Summer Millard 22.59
6. Phoebe Chadwick 27.54

U14 2km
1. Bailey Housden 8.59
2. Jack Bannister 10.21

1. Tamika Gee 9.46
2. Lyla Williams 10.13
3. Olivia Hingst 11.26

U12 1.5km
1. Blake Gee 9.04
2. Korbyn Bricknell-Hewitt 9.40

1. Destinee Pickvance 7.50
2. Natasha Flahey 7.51
3. Makenna Clarke 7.56
4. Siaan Fisher 9.27
5. Pippa Anderson 11.05

U10 0.75km
1. Hunter Sibenaler 4.04
2. Knox Anderson 4.05

1. Isabella Gee 4.02
2. Jada McCoombes 4.05
3. Olivia Rutten 4.24
4. Freya Williams 5.54

https://cdn.revolutionise.com.au/site/dkjkrspkzs2c4tnl.pdf


WA ROADWALK CHAMPIONSHIPS, PERRY LAKES STADIUM, PERTH, SUNDAY 30 AUGUST 2020

Thanks to Terry Jones for sending through the results of the Athletics West Road Walks State Championships at Perry Lakes Stadium
in Perth. He tells me tha this winds up the WA winter season.

Men 20000m Track Walk Open
1. Andrew Duncan 1:41:58.48
2. Bradley Mann 1:48:57.86

Women 20000m Track Walk Open
1. Karyn Tolardo 2:13:23.81

Men 10000m Track Walk U20
1. Benjamin Reid 51:31.4

Women 5000m Track Walk U18
1. Hannah Ireland 31:03.36
2. Richelle Morales 36:39.48

Women 5000m Track Walk U16
1. Alexandra Griffin 25:15.90
2. Lataya Lawrence 28:39.58
3. Emily Bogaers 40:03.69
4. Jasmine Williams 41:17.98

Men 5000m Track Walk U16
1. Luke Lawrence 32:11.61

Men 3000m Track Walk U14
1. John Ronan 14:26.94
2. Riley Wood 15:36.58
3. Xavier Bernard 16:13.54

Women 3000m Track Walk U14
1. Ashlyn Spence 15:53.23
2. Kaytee Bogaers 16:55.42
3. Layla Dabala 18:18.00

MEETING LUC ROMARY, THAON, FRANCE, SUNDAY 30 OCTOBER

Emmanuel Tardi was in Thaon, 400km east of Paris, for a second T&F meet (the first was on July 12 th). Conditions were rainy for the
10AM start time, and a field of 20 walkers was assembled. Overall wins to Said Touche and Axelle Picard.

10,000m Walk
1. TOUCHE Said (Alg) ESM /99 Entente Oise Athletisme 45:29.96
2. HADULA Ludovic SEM /87 Grac Athletisme 46:36.86
3. GOGNIES Ryan ESM /00 Ca Montreuil 93 47:57.21
4. BONNEAU Philippe 55M /65 Athletic Clubs 92 47:58.90
5. BIBET Philippe 50M /67 Us Toul 48:50.59
6. RENOLLET Quentin ESM /00 Efs Reims 50:45.21
7. DURAND-PICHARD David 45M /72 A Metz Metropole 51:37.68
8. BONNOMET Arthur JUM /00 Co Champagne Aa 52:59.28
9. PICARD Axelle ESF/99 Nancy Athlé Metropole 53:06.67
10. BRASTEL Adeline 40F/78 Efs Reims 54:53.73
11. BOBAN Valerie 50F/68 Athletic Vosges Ec 56:24.07
12. FLORENTIN Thierry 55M /65 Athletic Vosges Ec 57:10.28
13. RISSELIN Xavier 45M /73 Grac Athletisme 57:30.56
14. FLORENTIN Catherine 50F/67 Athletic Vosges Ec 57:31.34
15. GROS Gildas 50M /67 Es Thaon 58:56.78
16. WEILER Philippe 50M /68 A Metz Metropole 59:25.46
17. CHRETIEN Nathalie 50F /66 Es Thaon 1:00:32.14
18. SIEGENFUHR Daniel 70M /50 Es Thaon 1:00:33.50
19. GOGNIES Lou CAF/03 Ca Montreuil 1:01:03.14
20. KLIPFEL Emma JUF/01 Nancy Athlé Metropole 1:02:44.60



Said Touche and Axelle Pickard (photos from Emmanuel Tardi)

DUTCH NATIONAL WALK CHAMPIONSHIPS, DRUNEN, NEDERLAND, SATURDAY 29 AUGUST

Thanks to Harold van Beek for the results of the Dutch Walk Championships. Rick Liesting won the men's 20,000m track walk for
the fourth time in a row and Annelies Sarrazin won the women's 5000m track walk.

20,000m Walk Men
1. Rick Liesting 77 Daventria NED 1.31.13,9
2. Paul Jansen 73 DAK NED 1.36.36,6
3. Malte Strunk 73 Al. Aachen GER 1.45.40,4
4. Remco de Bruin 64 sv De Lat NED 1.46.10,8
5. Matthias Holtermann 81 Al. Aachen GER 1.48.14,6
6. Rob Tersteeg 76 RWV NED 1.49.39,0
7. Katrin Schusters 97 Al. Aachen GER 1.50.27,7
8. André van Slooten 78 RWV NED 1.54.54,2
9. Anne van Andel 90 DAK NED 1.55.58,3
10. Wilfried van Bremen 87 RWV NED 1.56.08,1
11. Peter Asselman 80 AC Lebbeke BEL 2.08.58,2
12. Larissa Droogendijk 72 RWV NED 2.28.42,4
13. Toon van den Oever 40 DAK NED 2.35.53,9

Marco Timmermans 84 RWV NED DNF

5000m Walk Women
1. Annelies Sarrazin 81 FLAC BEL 27.16,7
2. Edwin van Wijngaarden 77 DAK NED 27.28,6
3. Ad Martens 48 DJA NED 32.37,2
4. Marco Bernatzki 69 LA Herten GER 33.32,9
5. Joachim Bauer 49 LTV Neukirchen GER 35.08,4
6. Joost van der Plicht 48 Atletico '73 NED 36.36,3

3000m Walk
1. Loes van Bremen 86 RWV NED 19.08,1
2. Sandra Maas 85 RWV NED 19.16,7
3. Jacqueline van Drongelen P 69 RWV/DAK/OLAT NED 19.27,6
4. Yvonne Grootswagers 78 DAK NED 21.20,9
5. Ad van Oijen 44 RWV NED 21.45,4
6. Bauke te Nijenhuis 35 RWV NED 22.53,6

1000m Walk
1. Marit van Bremen 13 RWV NED 8.28,4



400m Walk
1. Elien Smits 07 DAK NED 2.30,4
2. Mirthe van on 07 DAK NED 2.33,1
3. Fleur van der Maas 11 DAK NED 2.42,9
4. Lieze Span 11 DAK NED 2.43,4
5. Guusje Boom 11 DAK NED 2.49,1
6. Mick van Bremen 16 RWV NED 4.14,6

Rick Liesting on his way to victory in the Dutch 20,000m track championship last Saturday

IRISH OPEN AND U23 T&F CHAMPIONSHIPS, MORTON STADIUM, SANDRY, IRELAND, 29-30AUGUST

Callum Wilkinson’s move to Ireland to be coached by 2013 world 50km race walk champion Rob Heffernan is clearly working for
him as he broke the British 10,000m race walk record to win the Irish title in Dublin on Saturday. The 2016 U20 World C hampion,
who is now based in Cork, clocked 39:52.05 for a dominant win ahead of his training partners David Kenny and Brendan Boyce.
Wilkinson’s time takes an impressive 14 seconds off Ian McCombie’s 31-year-old UK record mark. Kate Veale won the women’s
5000m walk with  24:51.49.

Nice article at https://www.athleticsweekly.com/athletics-news/callum-wilkinson-british-10000m-walk-record-1039931880/. 

10,000m Walk Men, Saturday 29 August
1. Callum WILKINSON SEN M Togher A.C. 39:52.05
2. David KENNY (U23) SEN M Farranfore Maine Valley A.C. 41:38.45
3. Brendan BOYCE SEN M Finn Valley A.C. 42:19.89 Pit
4. Jerome CAPRICE SEN M Dundrum South Dublin A.C. 45:11.35
5. Colm WALSH SEN M Mullingar Harriers A.C. 53:23.87
6. Ryan ROBERTS SEN M Sligo A.C. 56:21.40

Matthew GLENNON SEN M Mullingar Harriers A.C. DQ
Joe MOONEY (U23) SEN M Adamstown A.C. DQ

5000m Walk Women, Saturday 29 August
1. Kate VEALE SEN W West Waterford A.C. 24:51.49
2. Ruth MONAGHAN SEN W Sligo A.C. 25:42.20
3. Maria FLYNN SEN W Naas A.C. 26:06.73
4. Maggiehelen O`CONNOR SEN W St. Joseph's A.C. 27:02.68
5. Sinead MC CONNELL SEN W Finn Valley A.C. 27:32.00
6. Eva DELAHUNT SEN W Sligo A.C. 27:56.19
7. Méabh O`CONNOR SEN W Waterford A.C. 28:37.69

Sarah GLENNON SEN W Mullingar Harriers A.C. DNF

TIME FOR SOME TRIVIA

Last week I revisited our COVID trivia, with 3 further questions. Paul Moritz got the first two which had been given to me by Paul
Moritz. No one got the third, which was given to me by Vic Miller. 

https://www.athleticsweekly.com/athletics-news/callum-wilkinson-british-10000m-walk-record-1039931880/


71. Who won medals in separate Olympic 50km races with the exact same time?
Sandro Bellucci of Italy in 1984 and Ronald Weigel of Germany in 1992; both won bronze in 3:53:45.

72. Who was the last 50km Olympic walker to medal in a time above 4 hours? 
Larry Young (USA)  1972.  4-00:46.  Also 3rd

73. What athlete (it wasn’t a walker) was selected to represent his country in 3 Olympics but yet never got to the
throwing line (yes, it was a thrower) in any of the 3 Games?
This was Rhodesian/USA javelin thrower Bruce Kennedy who should have been at the 1972, 1976 and 1980 Olympics.
Policitics stopped him on all 3 occasions. Read his story at https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bruce_Kennedy_(athlete)

OUT AND ABOUT

• The Amsterdam Marathonhas been called off as the coronavirus pandemic continues to shrink the athletics calendar. The
race was due to  be held on 18th October  but  organisers  have called it  off,  citing "the rising numbers  of  coronavirus
infections in the capital". See https://www.insidethegames.biz/articles/1097634/amerstdam-marathon-off. 

• Great  article  on  2020  Olympic  20km  walk  selectee  Jemima  Montag and  her  road  to  Tokyo  next  year  -  see
https://www.olympics.com.au/news/race-walker-montag-meets-tokyo-challenge-from-her-sister/. 

MARCIADALMONDO AND OMARCHADOR ROUNDUP

It is great to see races on the European front, a number of which are reported below by marciadalmondo. I will leave it to readers to
check them out for themselves.

• Mon 31 Aug - Alessandria (ITA): Good 5000m walk results from Tontodonati and Chiesa
http://www.marciadalmondo.com/eng/dettagli_news.aspx?id=3853 

• Mon 31 Aug - Drunen (NED): Results of the Dutch Track Walk Championships
http://www.marciadalmondo.com/eng/dettagli_news.aspx?id=3852 

• Sun 30 Aug - Budapest (HUN): Victories for Tiziana Spiller and Leon Bank
http://www.marciadalmondo.com/eng/dettagli_news.aspx?id=3851 

• Sat 29 Aug - Wloclawek (POL): Great result for Katarzyna Zdzieblo and victory for Dawid Tomala
http://www.marciadalmondo.com/eng/dettagli_news.aspx?id=3850 

• Tue 25 aug - The history of race walking in Italy through its medals
http://www.marciadalmondo.com/eng/dettagli_news.aspx?id=3849 

and lots of news as usual this week from omarchador

• Mon 31 Aug - Salih Korkmaz beats Turkish 5,000m record with 19:30.79
https://omarchador.blogspot.com/2020/08/salih-korkmaz-bateu-recorde-turco-dos.html 

• Sun 30 Aug - Álvaro Martín back to competition in Cáceres
https://omarchador.blogspot.com/2020/08/alvaro-martin-de-regresso-competicao-em.html 

• sun 30 Aug - Katarzyna Zdzieblo sets world leading 21:13.69 in the 5,000m in Wloclawek, Poland
https://omarchador.blogspot.com/2020/08/katarzyna-zdziebo-e-lider-mundial-com.html 

• Fri 28 Aug - Sprint Walk Triathlon to be held on September 12th in Drunen, Netherlands
https://omarchador.blogspot.com/2020/08/triatlo-de-sprint-em-marcha-12-de.html 

• Thu 27 Aug - Portuguese Olympic walkers (1984-2016): Hélder Oliveira and José Magalhães
https://omarchador.blogspot.com/2020/08/marchadores-olimpicos-portugueses-1984_27.html 

• wed 26 Aug - World Athetics officials inspect Olympic venues in Sapporo, Japan
https://omarchador.blogspot.com/2020/08/world-athletics-com-boa-impressao-de.html 

• Tue 25 Aug - Portuguese Olympic walkers (1984-2016): Maribel Gonçalves and Inês Henriques
https://omarchador.blogspot.com/2020/08/marchadores-olimpicos-portugueses-1984_25.html  

• Mon 24 Aug - Results of Swiss Mountain Walk Championships
https://omarchador.blogspot.com/2020/08/campeonato-da-suica-de-montanha-em.html 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO DON CHADDERTON

I am very pleased to be able to help spread the news that Don Chadderton has been awarded a Life Membership of Athletics New
Zealand. Don has a long and proud association with racewalking, including

• IAAF Race Walking Committee 1991-1995 and 2003-2007
• IAAF International Race Walking judge
• Judge at World Championships in Edmonton 2001 and Paris 2003
• Judge at World Cup Beijing 1995
• Judge at 6 Commonwealth Games
• IAAF Lecturers panel 2009
• IAAF Examiner 2010 Paris
• Oceania Walks lecturer and examiner

2004 IAAF Race Walking Challenge, Kunshan City, China - judges Wang Yang (China), Don Chadderton (NZ), Vegi Malayasa, Jean
Dahm (France), Bob Cruise (Aust), Yan Shange (China) and Jose Dias (Portugul) – photo from Bob Cruise

The following snippets are taken from the Athletics NZ Life Membership Nomination Document

He competed in a variety of sports:  rugby, boxing, hockey, basketball,  volleyball,  handball,  tramping & bowls apart from his
extensive career in athletics where he won titles & represented Canterbury and also set provincial records. In the 1950s, as a teacher
at Winton Primary School he coached many athletes at the local athletics club, then passed Phys Ed examinations and took up a post
at Ashburton High School.

As a Coach, he was the youngest to obtain the NZAAA Coaching Diploma in 1960 and went on to coach athletes across all athletics
disciplines to achieve club, inter School, Centre & national titles, also Southland & Canterbury Development Squads. Nationally:
first coach for Race Walking, then Manager NZ Junior Development (Chelsea) Squad 1992-96. As an Administrator he held many
leading roles in both Southland & Canterbury Centres, then at major national Championships, also 1974 Commonwealth Games,
1981 World Veteran Games, 1989 World Games for the Deaf and 1999 & 2003 World Wheelchair Games.

NZ Secondary Schools Athletic Association: After coming to Christchurch and Burnside High School – one of the largest in NZ, he
became hugely instrumental in promoting athletics there and found the existing inter-school competition disadvantaged athletes.
There were separate sessions: girls in the morning, boys in the afternoon and scheduling of events precluded athletes “doubling up”.
He had to overcome the resistance of some “traditional” schools and their Principals. With a few like-minded school colleagues they
established a new inter secondary school competition, which led to being the catalyst to the formation of the NZSSAA.

As teachers, few had any experience of athletics competition and it mostly fell to Don for the success of their competitions, especially
their innovative, rational programme – evolved without computers! Letters were sent to every secondary school in NZ, again met
with resistance from some Principals. The attachments to the NZSSAA nomination track this incredible journey to create their ground
breaking combined male & female National Championships, both summer & winter – one of the biggest on the AthNZ annual
programme. Often these are the first appearances of future National Champions and NZ Representatives.

He was a founding member of the NZSSAA Executive in 1973, their 2nd Chair & President 1980-87 and many times Meeting
Manager, Selector, and Manager of teams to Nationals and against Australia.

Athletics NZ:  All his NZSSAA activity overlapped into every aspect of Athletics NZ, being Official Walks Coach, he conducted
many Race Walking Seminars throughout NZ, Manager of National Chelsea Junior Development Squad, Administrator, organizing



and/or managing major Championships, and Manager of NZ Teams to IAAF World Juniors 1988, IAAF World Race Walk Cup 2002
& 2006, also Oceania Team to World Cup 1992 & 1994. This service was recognized with our Merit Award in 2003 and President in
2004-5.

Internationally:  1973:  First  Kiwi  appointed  to  the  IAAF  Race  Walking  Judges  Panel  -  retired  2006.  He  officiated  at  six
Commonwealth Games and many other major international events worldwide. He was elected as Oceania Representative on the
IAAF Race Walking Committee for several terms until 2007 and conducted Seminars in Thailand, France & Italy also assisted with
IAAF examinations of Walk Officials in Paris. He conducted Seminars, plus examinations and IAAF Regional Development Courses
throughout Oceania, including Australia, continuing after 2007. This was recognized with the Oceania Merit Award, IAAF Diploma
and the prestigious IAAF Veteran Pin.

Rarely has our Awards Committee had a Nomination for Life Membership with such extensive and impressive credentials over so
many aspects of our sport – not only domestically but internationally. His ownership of the creation of the NZ Secondary Schools
Athletic Association will alone stand as a lasting legacy to his lifetime of service.

Well done Don on the recognition of your wonderful life of service to our wonderful sport of athletics.

AUSTRALIAN RACEWALKING CHAMPIONSHPS MEN: 1989 - 1992

This follows on from my previous articles which detail the early Australasian and Australian Racewalking Championships (along
with other particularly significant races), up to and including 1988.

• Australasian Championships Men 1892-1920.pdf   
• Australasian Championships Men 1921-1939.pdf   
• Australian Championships Men 1946-1956.pdf  
• Australian Championships Men 1957-1960.pdf    `
• Australian Championships Men 1961-1966.pdf   
• Australian Championships Men 1967-1970.pdf  
• Australian Championships Men 1971-1976.pdf    
• Australian Championships Men 1977-1980.pdf    
• Australian Championships Men 1981-1984.pdf    
• Australian Championships Men 1985-1988.pdf   

Our story continues from 1989 with the start of a new 4 year Olympic cycle. It was a far cry from the days of past eras, when
racewalking opportunities were few and far between.

The 1989 IAAF Race Walking World Cup had been allocated to Barcelona, Spain, and was due to be held on the weekend of 27-28
May 1989. Trials were needed for the men’s 20km and 50km and for the women’s 10km and they would all need to be held early in
the year.

IAAF World Cup 50km Trial
Fisherman’s Bend, Melbourne,  Sunday 12th February 1989

The first of the IAAF World Cup trials to be held was the men’s 50km, staged at Fisherman’s Bend, Melbourne, on Sunday 12 th

February.  At the 1987 World Cup 50km in New York and while still a junior, Craig Brill had clocked an Australian Junior best of
4:19:46 as the first Australian to finish, in front of his older team mates Mark Donahoo and Mike Harvey. The results of the 1989
World Cup 50km trial were the same, Brill first with 4:14:34, Donahoo second with 4:19:41 and Harvey third with 4:20:54. Fourth
placed Mark Dossetor, with 4:27:05, had also done enough to satisfy the selectors, and all four were eventually named in the team,
alongside Simon Baker who eventually opted for the 50km rather than the 20km.

IAAF World Cup 50km Trial, Melbourne, Sun 12th Feb 1989
1. Craig Brill VIC 4:14:34
2. Mark Donahoo VIC 4:19:41
3. Michael Harvey VIC 4:20:54
4. Mark Dosseter VIC 4:27:05
5. Brian Trower VIC 4:46:45
6. Tim Thompson SA 5:17:30
- Paul Copeland VIC DNF
- Rod Huxley NSW DNF
- Duncan Knox VIC DNF
- Mark Thomas VIC DNF
- Richard Pestell VIC DNF

http://www.vrwc.org.au/RWA-Results/Australian%20Championships%20Men%201985-1988.pdf
http://www.vrwc.org.au/RWA-Results/Australian%20Championships%20Men%201981-1984.pdf
http://www.vrwc.org.au/RWA-Results/Australian%20Championships%20Men%201977-1980.pdf
http://www.vrwc.org.au/RWA-Results/Australian%20Championships%20Men%201971-1976.pdf
http://www.vrwc.org.au/RWA-Results/Australian%20Championships%20Men%201967-1970.pdf
http://www.vrwc.org.au/RWA-Results/Australian%20Championships%20Men%201961-1966.pdf
http://www.vrwc.org.au/RWA-Results/Australian%20Championships%20Men%201957-1960.pdf
http://www.vrwc.org.au/RWA-Results/Australian%20Championships%20Men%201946-56.pdf
http://www.vrwc.org.au/RWA-Results/Australasian%20Championships%20Men%201921-1939.pdf
http://www.vrwc.org.au/RWA-Results/Australasian%20Championships%20Men%201892-1920.pdf


2nd World Indoor Championships
Budapest, Hungary, 3-5 March 1989

It was rather obvious why Simon Baker and Andrew Jachno had bypassed the 50km trial, given their participation 3 weeks later in
the 2nd World Indoor Championships in Hungary. The Australian team was a small one, with only 7 athletes, 4 of them walkers! As
expected, Baker and Jachno filled the two male walk slots and they both walked well, finishing 7 th and 8th overall. But the highlight of
the meet from an Australian perspective was the gold medal walk of Kerry Saxby. She finished second in her heat with 12:41.55 and
then blasted her opposition off the track in the final, with a new world record time of 12:01.65. NSW walker Bev Hayman rounded
out the walks team, finishing 12th. 

World Indoor Championships 5000m Walk Men    
7. Simon Baker AUS 19:24.12
8. Andrew Jachno AUS 19:25.24
 
World Indoor Championships 3000m Walk Women
1. Kerry Saxby AUS 12:01.65
12. Bev Hayman AUS 13:06.61

IAAF World Cup 20km Men Trial
Davies Park, Brisbane, Sunday 12th March 1989

A week later, Simon Baker and Andrew Jachno were back in Australia and in action in the IAAF World Cup 20km trial walk in
Davies Park,  Brisbane.  The day was a scorcher and the times were slow, Baker winning with 1:28:15 and Jachno second with
1:31:11. After a stellar junior career, Paul Copeland had taken up an AIS scholarship in Canberra at the start of 1989 so it was not
surprising when he took third place behind his new training partners, albeit in a heat effected 1:35:23. Baker, Jachno and Copeland
had all done enough for selection. One final World Cup spot was eventually confirmed – SA walker Robbie McFadden. Although he
did not finish the trial, he had walked 1:28:25 in the 1988 National 20km so was given the selectors’ final discretionary spot.

IAAF World Cup 20km Trial, Brisbane, Sun 12th March 1989
1. Simon Baker VIC 1:28:15
2. Andrew Jachno VIC 1:31:11
3. Paul Copeland VIC 1:35:23
4. Mark Thomas VIC 1:38:06
5. Rod Huxley NSW 1:42:47
6. Andrew Ludwig QLD 1:43:59
7. Klass Maurer QLD 1:52:27
- Mark Donahoo VIC DNF
- Rob McFadden SA DNF
- Brian Trower VIC DNF

IAAF World Cup 10km Women Trial,
Davies Park, Brisbane, Sunday 12th March 1989

The women’s 10km IAAF World Cup trial was also held in Brisbane, on the same day, and with the same intense conditions. It
seemed nothing could phase Kerry Saxby, as she strolled to victory in 44:05. It was then a long way back to Lorraine Jachno in
second place with 48:56. Bev Hayman, third with 49:33, rounded out the top three and rounded out the subsequent team selections.

IAAF World Cup 10km Trial, Brisbane, Sun 12th March 1989
1. Kerry Saxby NSW    44:05
2. Lorraine Jachno VIC    48:56
3. Bev Hayman NSW    49:33
4. Gabrielle Blythe VIC    49:49
5. Sharon Schnyder VIC    51:29
6. Judy Kitchener QLD    51:57
7. Miriam Harding NSW    52:30
8. Celia Massie VIC    52:56
9. Carolyn Vanstan VIC    52:57
10. Karen Iselin QLD    55:01
11. Leanne Robinson SA    55:01
12. S. Miles QLD 1:05:26



Australian Track & Field Championships 1988-89
QEII Stadium, Brisbane, Queensland, 17-19 March 1989

One week later,  Simon Baker, Andrew Jachno  and Paul Copeland took gold,  silver and bronze in the 1989 Australian T&F
Championship 5000m walk in Brisbane, confirming their position as our current top three walkers.

Australian 5,000m Track Walk, Brisbane, Sat 18th  March 1989
1 Simon Baker VIC 19:38.23
2 Andrew Jachno VIC 20:06.10
3 Paul Copeland VIC 21:06.70
4 Mark Donahoo VIC 21:15.12
5 Rob McFadden SA 21:23.29
6 Michael Bodey VIC 21:33.40
7 Rod Huxley NSW 22:00.13
8 Paul Kennedy VIC 22:28.35
9 Andrew Ludwig QLD 22:57.13
10 Robin Miller NZL 23:37.86
- Greg Robertson TAS DQ
- Julian Weller QLD DNF

1989 IAAF World Cup
L'Hospitalet (Barcelona), Spain, 27-28 May 1989

The 1989 IAAF World Race Walking Cup was held on 27 and 28 May 1989 in the streets of L'Hospitalet de Llobregat, a suburb of
Barcelona, Spain. It was a hot weekend in more ways than one, with high temperatures, big fields (341 walkers from 33 countries)
and very high quality walking.

With Simon Baker in the 50km team, the Australian 20km men struggled to mix it with the high quality international field, Andrew
Jachno finishing the best with 65th place, ahead of Paul Copeland in 85th and Rob McFadden in 109th place.

IAAF World Cup Men's 20 km Walk, Saturday 27th May 1989
65. Andrew Jachno AUS 1:30:01
85. Paul Copeland AUS 1:33:43
109. Robert McFadden AUS 1:39:00

The women’s 10km race produced another wonderful walk by Kerry Saxby. After battling the whole way against East Germany’s
Beate Anders, she finished second with 43:12, just 4 seconds short in the final sprint to the line. Lorraine Jachno walked excellently
for 31st and Bev Hayman was also competitive with 55th place. Overall, the women’s team finished 8th, a very satisfying stat.

IAAF World Cup Women's 10 km Walk, Sat 27th May 1989
2. Kerry Saxby AUS 43:12
31. Lorraine Jachno AUS 47:18
55. Bev Hayman AUS 49:31

I don’t think anyone, apart perhaps from Simon Baker’s coach Craig Hilliard, give Simon much of a chance for the gold in the World
Cup 50km, but he was in the best shape of his life - in a warmup 10km event in Hidesheim in Germany, he had recorded 39:56 for 2 nd

place behind Russian Waldas Lozlauskas. 

His plan in the World Cup 50km was to sit with the leaders until half way and then apply pressure, and he executed his plan perfectly.
On the 13th lap of the 25 lap course, he increased his pace and surged to the lead. Within 2 laps, he had a lead of 20-25 seconds. Out
in front, Simon just concentrated on his technique while behind him the leading pack gradually fragmented as it unsuccessfully
chased him. With 2 laps to go, the lead had increased to 80 seconds and the chasing pack was broken. 

Simon’s finishing time of 3:43:13 bettered his Seoul time by over a minute. Russian Andrey Perlov, the world’s fastest in 1987, was
2nd in 3:44:12. Of the finishing stages of the race, Simon said “By the finish of the race, because it was the Russians who were
chasing me, just about the whole crowd was yelling at me to keep going. It was quite emotional in the last two laps with all the
cheering and support there. That just kept pushing me through.”

His final comment summed it all up perfectly. “You work very hard and every now and then in your life there is a little bit of magic.”

Behind Baker, the other Australians all endured tough races, Craig Brill disqualified, Michael Harvey 67th, Mark Donahoo 73rd and
Mark Dossetor 75th. When the points from the men’s 20km and 50km races were added together, Australia finished 13th overall.

IAAF World Cup Men's 50 km Walk, Sunday 28th May 1989
1. Simon Baker AUS 3:43:13



67. Michael Harvey AUS 4:33:07
73. Mark Donahoo AUS 4:37:19
75. Mark Dossetor AUS 4:37:55
- Craig Brill AUS DNF

Simon wins the 1989 Racewalking World Cup – a first for Australia

23rd Lake Burley Griffin Carnival
Lake Burley Griffin, Canberra, Sunday 11th June 1989

1989 saw the 20 Mile event held first, starting at 8:30AM, while the shorter races were held in the afternoon at the Bruce Stadium
Complex.  Andrew Jachno, in his first year on an AIS scholarship, broke through for an inaugural win with a PB time of 2:27:17
which placed him 3rd on the all time rankings behind Willi Sawall and Simon Baker. Willi Sawall and Tim Erickson made once off
return appearances and finished 2nd and 4th respectively. It was Sawall’s 10 th appearance for 8 golds and 2 silver medals while for
Erickson it was 5 silvers, two bronzes and a 4th from 8 appearances. As usual, Michael Harvey walked a solid race, finishing 3rd with
2:34:21.  It  also saw the first  New Zealander,  Shane Donnelly, race by invitation.  It  also saw a young  Nick A’Hern come an
inauspicious 12th place in just under 3 hours.

LBG 20 Miles Walk,Canberra, Sunday 11th June 1989
1. Andrew Jachno VIC 2:27:19
2. Willi Sawall VIC 2:32:44 
3. Michael Harvey VIC 2:34:21 
4. Tim Erickson VIC 2:43:04 
5. Rod Huxley NSW 2:44:24 
6. Shane Donnelly (INV) NZ 2:50:00
7. Robin Whyte ACT 2:55:19
8. Duncan Knox VIC 2:55:52
9. Mark Wall VIC 2:56:13
10. Murray Marker SA 2:57:49
11. Mark Dredge NSW 2:59:16
12. Nick A’Hern NSW 2:59:47
13. Keith Law NSW 3:02:43
14. John Smith NSW 3:08:52
15. Tim Thompson SA 3:11:46
16. Trevor Vogler ACT 3:12:48
17. Ben Richardson NSW 3:14:20
18. Chris Stratford NSW 3:14:28
19. Robert Lilley NSW 3:15:00
20. Warren Harbour VIC 3:18:41
21. Graeme Huxley NSW 3:20:39
22. Paul Moritz NSW 3:21:31
23. Caleb Maybir QLD 3:22:54
24. Anthony Barrett VIC 3:26:47



25. Brendan Hyde NSW 3:30:13
26. Frank Overton NSW 3:35:28
27. Tony Andrews ACT 3:40:22
28. Bill Starr SA 3:45:52
29. G Walsh NSW 3:52:20
30. Paul Thompson NSW 3:55:58
- Paul Copeland VIC DQ
- Mark Thomas VIC DQ
- Bob Agnew ACT DQ
- Tony Michelson ACT DQ

H. C. Campbell Shield
1. VIC 103 Andrew Jachno, Willi Sawall, Michael Harvey
2. NSW 81 Rod Huxley, Mark Dredge, Keith Law
3. VIC2 74 Duncan Knox, Mark Wall, Warren Harbour
4. ACT 61 Robin Whyte, Trevor Vogler, Tony Andrews
5. SA 58 Murray Marker, Tim Thompson, Bill Starr
6. NSW2 57 John Smith, Robert Lilley, Graeme Huxley

1989 Australian 20kmChampionship
Perth, Saturday 24th June 1989

If the first half of 1989 had seen some fantastic racing, the 1989 Australian 20km was a big letdown. With the race held in Perth,
none of the big guns made the long and expensive trip.  Rod Huxley won with 1:36:41,  ahead of  Andrew Ludwig and New
Zealander Shane Donnelly.

1989 Australian 20km Championship, Perth, Sat 24th June 1989
1. Rod Huxley NSW 1:36:41
2. Andrew Ludwig QLD 1:37:00
3. Shane Donnelly NZ 1:39:50
4. Mark Wall VIC 1:42:19
5. Alan Whiteley WA 1:49:42
6. John Mison NSW 1:52:47
7. George Audley WA 2:01:48
8. Garry Hastie WA 2:17:22 ?
9. Peter Back WA 2:14:30 ?

Teams  1.  WA    10

Federation Carnival, including Alexander Cup 20km
Adelaide, Saturday 1st July 1989

The Federation Carnival in Adelaide a week later did attract a better field, with Michael Harvey winning the Alexander Cup 20km
with 1:27:22, ahead of Willi Sawall, Rob McFadden and Tim Erickson. 

Alexander Cup 20km, Adelaide, Saturday 1st July 1989
1. Michael Harvey VIC 1:27:22
2. Willi Sawall VIC 1:28:27
3. Rob McFadden SA 1:32:32
4. Tim Erickson VIC 1:36:38
5. Duncan Knox VIC 1:37:19
6. Don Cox SA 1:41:48
7. Murray Marker SA 1:42:13
8. Keith Law NSW 1:46:09
9. C. Strathford NSW 1:47:05
10. Tim Thompson SA 1:49:56
11. D. Tomson ACT 1:50:30
12. W. Harbour VIC 1:51:05
13. Trevor Vogler ACT 1:51:34
14. G. Huxley NSW 1:54:36
15. Frank Overton NSW 1:55:28
16. Peter Waddell ACT 1:58:54
17. Colin Hainsworth SA 2:00:55
18. Jack Webber SA 2:19:43
-   Mark Walk VIC DQ



-   Nigel Crew ACT DQ
-   Wayne Fletcher TAS DQ

Teams
1.  VIC  69      2. SA   61      3. NSW   49      4. ACT  44

1989 Australian 50km Championship
Fishermans Bend, Melbourne, Sunday 5th August 1989

Simon Baker returned to racing after a 3 month layoff, walking to an easy victory in the 1989 Australian 50km championship in
Melbourne with 3:57:36. Craig Brill seemed to have recovered from his DNF in the World Cup, taking second with a 13 minute PB
time of 4:01:38. On this occasion, he negative split the race, with his second half significantly faster than his first half. This happened
on a number of subsequent occasions with Craig. He seemed to prefer to start slowly and gather steam as the event progressed. The
ever youthful 47 year old Willi Sawall took third with 4:12:29.

Australian 50km, Melbourne, Sunday 5th August 1989
1. Simon Baker VIC 3:57:36
2. Craig Brill VIC 4:01:38
3. Willi Sawall VIC 4:12:29
4. Brian Trower VIC 4:24:33
5. John Leydon NSW 4:35:16
6. Bill Dyer VIC 4:40:58
7. Mark Wall VIC 4:42:32
8. Kevin Lowden VIC 4:42:48
9. Andrew Ludwig QLD 4:49:55
10. Rod Huxley NSW 4:55:18
11. Tim Thompson SA 5:03:55
12. Keith Law NSW 5:24:35

Teams   1. VIC  6   2. NSW  15

15th Summer Universiade
Duisburg, Germany, 22-30 August 1989

The 1989 Summer Universiade, also known as the XV Summer Universiade, took place in Duisburg, West Germany. Five Australian
walkers were in attendance, with Andrew Jachno providing one of the Australian team highlights with his third place finish in the
men’s 20km.  Paul Copeland with 10th and  Michael Harvey with 13th also finished well up. The women had a harder time of it.
Carolyn Vanstan finishing 20th and Celia Massie finishing 21st.

Summer Universiade 20km Walk Men
3. Andrew Jachno AUS 1:23:48
10. Paul Copeland AUS 1:31:24
13. Michael Harvey AUS 1:37:29

Summer Universiade 20km Walk Women
20. Carolyn Vanstan AUS 24:01
21. Celia Massie AUS 24:52

The Australian Commonwealth Games Walk Trials
Melbourne, Sunday 29th October 1989

The Australian trials for the 1990 Commonwealth Games were held on 29 th October 1989 on a course around the inner Melbourne
streets, near Olympic Park. 

For the first  time a women's walk was to be held at  the Commonwealth Games and the 10km distance had been chosen.  The
Australian qualifying standards had been set to 2:15:00 for the men and 48:00 for the women.

In the men's 30km trial, Willi Sawall took the lead from the start, racing in the only way he knew. But it was not long before he had
to yield to his nagging hamstring and he fell back with his race over. Michael Harvey was the next to take the lead, solo early on and
then in tandem with  Simon Baker. But his effort took its own toll and he too fell off the pace.  Andrew Jachno, who had been
lurking in the background early in the race, soon joined Baker at the front and they battled each other to the 28km mark before
deciding to cross the finishing line together in 2:10:53. 



The real interest lay in the final team spot and there were a number of contenders. Paul Copeland was well back in fifth place early
on and had walked his way up through the field, but with a lap to go, he was still outside the required time of 2:15:00. Urged on by
family and friends, Copeland drew on every reserve to claw the time back, eventually taking third in 2:14:53. During the race he
would have had plenty of time to contemplate his 1988 Olympic Trial when he missed out on a trip to Seoul by a mere 2 seconds.
This was a fitting payback. Craig Brill was fourth in 2:16:51 while Michael Harvey was fifth in 2:21:27. It was another high quality
trial. 

1990 Comm Games 30km Trial, Melbourne, Sun 29th Oct 1989
E1. Simon Baker VIC 2:10:53
E1. Andrew Jachno VIC 2:10:53
3. Paul Copeland VIC 2:14:53
4. Craig Brill VIC 2:16:51
5. Michael Harvey VIC 2:21:27
6. Nick A’Hern NSW 2:21:53
7. Mark Donahoo VIC 2:26:13
8. Greg Robertson TAS 2:29:23
9. Bill Dyer VIC 2:37:02
10. Mark Wall VIC 2:43:55
11. Tim Thompson SA 3:01:45
- Anthony Michelsen NSW DQ
- Steve Beecroft VIC DNF
- Duncan Knox VIC DNF
- Ross Reid VIC DNF
- Willi Sawall VIC DNF
- Mark Thomas VIC DNF

The women's race started 5 minutes after the men's start. As expected, Kerry Saxby went straight to the lead which then grew larger
each lap. She eventually won by the proverbial mile in a world class time of 43:29.3. She was not even puffing as she crossed the
finish line.  Lorraine Jachno was second in 46:29, a time that cemented her place as the number two woman walker in Australia.
Gabrielle Blythe kept Jachno company for a few laps but never looked comfortable and retired on the fifth lap. It was a day of
dramatic finishes as NSW walker Bev Hayman narrowly qualified and then Carolyn Vanstan also just slipped under the required
time.Sadly only 3 women could be selected and the Victorian youngster was the one to miss out.  Alas,  only partial  results are
available.

1990 Comm Games 10km Trial, Melbourne, Sun 29th Oct 1989
1. Kerry Saxby NSW 43:29.3
2. Lorraine Jachno VIC 46:29
3. Bev Hayman NSW
4. Carolyn Vanstan VIC

Lorraine and her husband Andrew became one of the very few husband-wife teams to compete at the same Games.

1990

1990 Commonwealth Games
Auckland, New Zealand, 24th January - 3rd February 1990

The 1990 Commonwealth Games were held in Auckland, New Zealand from 24 th January to 3rd February 1990. It was the 14th

Commonwealth Games, and part of New Zealand's 1990 sesquicentennial celebrations. Participants competed in ten sports: athletics,
aquatics, badminton, boxing, cycling, gymnastics, judo, lawn bowls, shooting and weightlifting. The Triathlon was a demonstration
event. The main venue was the Mount Smart Stadium.

Commonwealth Games Men’s 30km Walk
Auckland, Friday 2nd February 1990

Defending champion and athletics team captain Simon Baker had been expected to win the men's walk. Just three weeks before he
had walked a personal best for 10km and he was, after all, the reigning World Cup 50km champion. Alas, two weeks before the
Commonwealth Games walk, his hopes were crippled when he came down with sciatica after a fast track session. He had constant
treatment at the AIS in Canberra and in Auckland but 500 metres into the race, he knew he had not overcome it. “ I had shooting
pains up and down my leg,” Baker said.

Baker had also come down with a virus the day before the race. “I woke up this morning about 1AM”, he said. “I was sweating so
much I felt like I could go for a swim.” Through a mixture of pride and stubbornness, he finished the race but he was a mere shadow
of what might have been expected. It was typical of Simon that he chose to finish the race alongside the young Paul Copeland to
encourage him for the future.



Andrew Jachno made a valiant effort to steal the race. He had expected to walk with Baker and cut out a 2:06 pace but now he had
to do it alone. He took a gamble, setting a sizzling pace to cover the first 10km in 42:11, establishing a big break over the eventual
winner, LeBlanc of Canada. He was still well ahead at the 20km mark but an impending cramp slowed him and, by the 24km, he was
overhauled by the Canadian. with Englishman Ian McCombie close behind. 

The Australian and the Canadian walked together for several kilometres but Jachno was now struggling with cramping when LeBlanc
made his move, breaking away at the 27km mark. At 29km the cramps finally became unbearable and he had to stop and stretch. “ At
29 km, it went. I had a cramp in my right hamstring. I knew McCombie was on my hammer.” Even after stretching, the cramp would
not loosen so he simply had to walk with it for the remainder of the race. It was agonising to watch those last few kilometres on TV
as Andrew struggled home for 2nd place in 2:09:09.

The third Australian walker,  Paul Copeland,  was also in trouble.  A back injury in December 1989 severely hampered his final
preparations and his 8th place,  finishing alongside Baker,  was a disappointment after his wonderful trial  performance.  Growing
disillusioned with the AIS, he eventually made the decision to return to Melbourne and continue his career in the more familiar home
environment. 

Hilliard blasted the course, describing the rough blue chip surface as disgracefully inadequate for an international event. “They've
had years to prepare for this, but obviously have a complete lack of understanding of what is required for a world-class walking
event.” There was little doubt that it had cost Jachno the gold medal. Baker added his voice to the chorus of protests over the surface
of the race course. “There were times when I couldn't put my foot on the surface properly and I thought I would pull my hamstring .”
He held back from calling it the worst surface he had competed on: “Well, I've raced on cobblestones in Germany – but at least they
were flat.”

Leblanc's gold now gave him the full set of Commonwealth medals after his bronze in Brisbane in 1982 and his silver in Edinburgh
in 1986. 

Commonwealth Games 30km Walk, Auckland, Fri 2nd Feb 1990
1. Guillaume Leblanc Canada 2:08:28 
2. Andrew Jachno Australia 2:09:09 
3. Ian McCombie England 2:09:20 
4. Francois Lapointe Canada 2:12:41 
5. Mark Easton England 2:14:52 
6. Christopher Maddocks England 2:15:07 
E7. Simon Baker Australia 2:19:55 
E7. Paul Copeland Australia 2:19:55 
9. Stephen Partington Isle of Man 2:20:11 
10. Shane Donnelly New Zealand 2:24:01 
11. Martin Archambault Canada 2:29:22 
12. Sean Sullivan New Zealand 2:35:40 
- Moetu Tangitamaiti Cook Islands DNF

Commonwealth Games Women’s 10km Walk,
Auckland, Friday 2nd February 1990

Lorraine Jachno's immediate pre-race preparations were ruined by the sight of her husband Andrew limping across the line in second
place and then being stretchered off groaning in agony. Once she had determined that Andrew was going to be ok, she left to mentally
tune herself for her own walk. 

By that time, the sun had a real sting to it and the effects were not long in coming. With her rivals collapsing around her and the
stretcher bearers working overtime, Australia's  Kerry Saxby cruised to victory in the inaugural Commonwealth Games women's
walk – after covering most of the 10km with a stone in her shoe. The amazing walker from the NSW coastal town of Ballina, who
had set 26 world best times on the track and road, was relaxed and still full of energy at the finish, in stark contrast to the rest of the
field. 

The hot weather and rough course took a heavy toll with five of the 11 walkers ending in the hands of the medical people. Four of
them, silver medallist Lisa Keller of England, Janice McCaffrey (fifth) and Alison Baker (eighth) and England's Betty Sworawski,
who failed to finish, were taken away on stretchers. Another Canadian, Ann Peel, also failed to make it to the finish and was led away
in tears. The competitors tent looked more like a hospital ward. 

Only Saxby seemed uneffected by the ordeal. In fact she said she didn't feel the heat and enjoyed the race. She won in 45:03, well
outside the world record of 43:08, and exactly two minutes ahead of the silver medallist, Auckland doctor Anne Judkins. 

The victory ended years of frustration for Saxby, 28, who has always felt that her feats have gone unrecognised in Australia because
she has never won a medal at the Olympic or Commonwealth Games. There was a good reason for that - women's walking was never
a part of either Games and was a late addition to the Auckland program after Australian athletics officials lobbied heavily on her
behalf. It was to be added to the Olympic Program in 1992 and they felt it deserved to be added at the Commonwealth level. She got



added pleasure from the fact that her mother, sister, brother and 82 year old grandmother all made the trip to Auckland to watch her
walk in an international race for the first time. 

She supported Hilliard's criticism of the course, saying it was too bumpy. “It was very harsh on my legs,” she said. 

Australia's other two walkers, Lorraine Jachno and Bev Hayman, finished fourth and sixth in 47:35 and 48:50 respectively. But that
does not tell the story of the brave race put up by both girls in the dreadful conditions. I remember watching Lorraine's valiant
performance in the final kilometres where she chased eventual bronze medallist Langford but could not bridge the gap. She collapsed
at the finish and was comforted by Saxby.

Commonwealth Games 10km Walk, Auckland, Fri 2nd Feb 1990
1. Kerry Saxby-Junna Australia 45:03 
2. Anne Judkins New Zealand 47:03 
3. Lisa Kehler England 47:23 
4. Lorraine Jachno Australia 47:35 
5. Janice McCaffrey Canada 48:26 
6. Beverley Hayman Australia 48:50 
7. Helen Elleker England 49:51 
8. Alison Baker Canada 50:54 
- Ann Peel Canada DNF 
- Elizabeth Sworowski England DNF 
- Jane Jackson New Zealand DQ

Australian Track & Field Championships 1989-90
Olympic Park, Melbourne, Victoria, 30 March - 1 April 1990

Andrew Jachno had soon recovered from his Commonwealth Games soreness and was untroubled to win the 1990 Australian T&F
Championships 5000m Walk at the Olympic Park in Melbourne, his time an excellent 19:29.84.  Simon Baker was still not 100%
body wise and struggled home in third place with 20:36.51, behind a quickly improving young Nick A’Hern of NSW, who took
second with 19:56.3.

5,000m Track Walk - Men - Saturday 31st March 1990
1 Andrew Jachno VIC 19:29.84
2 Nick A'Hern NSW 19:56.03
3 Simon Baker VIC 20:36.51
4 Rob McFadden SA 20:54.06
5 Willi Sawall VIC 21:12.19
6 Mark Dossetor VIC 21:16.97
7 Mark Thomas VIC 21:41.95
8 Rohan Best TAS 21:44.46
9 Martin Richardson VIC 21:45.49
10 Paul Kennedy VIC 21:52.68
11 Duncan Knox VIC 21:53.43
12 Grant Saunders VIC 22:08.93
13 Ross Reid VIC 22:24.50
14 John Leydon NSW 22:33.79
15 Jeff Phillips NSW 22:42.42
16 Bill Dyer VIC 22:42.96
17 Kevin Lowden VIC 23:09.34
- Julian Weller QLD DQ
- Craig Brill VIC DNF

24th Lake Burley Griffin Carnival
Lake Burley Griffin, Canberra, Sunday 10th June 1990

In 1990, the Federation U20 Men’s 10,000m walk was extended in scope to also include the Australian Junior 10,000m racewalking
championship. Also, a new Federation club, Proclamation Park, competed for the first time. Since this was a second Victorian club,
the results would now have to show VRWC or PP rather than VIC. Once again,  the Bruce Stadium precinct was used for the
afternoon events.

On this occasion, the entries hit the 300 mark – a new record. Near disaster was avoided when the cycle path was dug up on the
Thursday before. A team of Mike Dando, Bob Agnew and Bruce Cook had to quickly fill in a 10m wide hole and sweep 80m of sand/
dirt off the track the day before the carnival.



Andrew Jachno, fresh from his Commonwealth Games silver medal, easily retained his title from  Michael Harvey and  Mark
Donahoo. Donahoo, after a slow first 10 miles in 81:25, stormed home with a 72:47 last 10 miles to finish just 5 seconds behind
Harvey.  Robin Whyte celebrated his 24th year of continuous racing in this event with a time of 3:00:07. VRWC filled the first 7
positions.

LBG 20 Mile Walk, Canberra, Sunday 10th June 1990
1. Andrew Jachno VRWC 2:27:31
2. Michael Harvey VRWC 2:34:07 
3. Mark Donahoo VRWC 2:34:12 
4. Mark Dossetor VRWC 2:38:00
5. John Leydon VRWC 2:38:47
6. Mark Thomas VRWC 2:46:28
7. Duncan Knox VRWC 2:48:03
8. Michael Woods NSW 2:48:55
9. Mark Dredge NSW 2:49:50
10. Robert McFadden SA 2:50:52
11. Jeffrey Phillips NSW 2:51:45
12. Bob Mee ACT 2:52:29
13. Keith Knox NSW 2:55:20
14. Keith Law NSW 2:55:35
15. Kevin Lowden PP 2:56:02
16. Frank Bertei PP 2:56:10
17. Rod Huxley NSW 2:56:20
18. Robin Whyte ACT 3:00:07
19. Alex Crawford NSW 3:03:29
20. Trevor Vogler ACT 3:03:42
21. Bruce Dudon VRWC 3:05:06
22. Grant Saunders VRWC 3:10:30
23. Chris Stratford NSW 3:18:33
24. Warren Harbour PP 3:19:45
25. Frank Overton NSW 3:23:41
26. Robin Wood VRWC 3:28:03
27. Graeme Huxley NSW 3:30:38
28. Peter Waddell ACT 3:31:51
29. Tim Thompson SA 3:39:05
30. Bill Starr SA 3:40:30
31. Tony Barrett VRWC 3:41;53
32. Ron Whitham NSW 3:41:53
- Russell McFarlane VRWC DQ
- Brian Trower VRWC DQ
- Bill Dyer VRWC DQ
- Anthony Michelson NSW DQ

8 Nations Meet
Grassau, Germany, Sunday 17th June 1990

Australia was invited to participate in the prestigious 8 Nations Meeting, to be held in Grassau in Germany in June 1990. With Simon
Baker spearheading a competitive team, Harry Summers was appointed the manager and the following walkers were selected by
Athletics Australia. This was the first of 4 years (1990-1993) when Summers took what were viewed as developmental teams to
Europe to compete in this meet.

Junior Men 10km: Rohan Best (TAS), Anthony Miles (QLD), Dean Nipperess (QLD), Tony Baker
Junior Women 5km: Nat McKean (NSW), Teresa Letherby (QLD), Wendy Muldoon (VIC), Lynda Pearce (NSW),

Sharon Pearce (NSW)
Women 10km: Lorraine Jachno, Carolyn Vanstan and Heather McDonald (VIC), Miriam Harding (SA)
Men 20km: Andrew Jachno, Michael Harvey and Mark Fletcher (VIC), Nick A'Hern (NSW)
Men 35km: Simon Baker and Craig Brill (VIC)

The 8 Nations Meet was held a week after the Canberra LBG Carnival, in which most of the team had competed. Then it was onto
the plane to Europe and a quick acclimatisation before the big event, where Australia finished a creditable 5 th amongst the European
walking nations.

Simon Baker showed that he had now regained top form, finishing only 4 secs behind East German walker Ronald Weigel in the
35kmWalk. Nick A’Hern continued his rise to the top of Australian walking with 10th place in the 20km, ahead of Andrew Jachno in
13th and Michael Harvey in 26th.  Lorraine Jachno was another to walk well, coming 12th in the women’s 10km with 47:04.



8 Nations Meet Men 35km walk 
1. Ron Weigel GDR 2:32:05 
2. Simon Baker AUS 2:32:09 
24. Craig Brill AUS 2:50:46

8 Nations Meet Men 20km walk 
1. Ernesto Canto MEX 1:21:20 
10. Nick A'Hern AUS 1:22:59 
13. Andrew Jachno AUS 1:24:45  
26. Mick Harvey AUS 1:29:22 
- Mark Fletcher AUS     DNF

8 Nations Meet Women 10km walk 
1. Bette Anders GDR    43:50 
12. Lorraine Jachno AUS    47:04 
23. Carolyn Vanstan AUS    49:30 
24. Heather McDonald AUS    49:37 (PB) 
25. Miriam Harding AUS    49:49

8 Nations Meet Junior Women 5km walk 
6. Sharon Pearce AUS    24:04 
8. Nat McKean AUS    24:30 
9. Teresa Letherby AUS    24:33 
19. Wendy Muldoon AUS    25:04 
22. Lynda Pearce AUS    25:11

8 Nations Meet Junior Men 10km walk 
14. Anthony Miles AUS    46:01 
17. Rohan Best AUS    46:22 
28. Dean Nipperess AUS    48:15 
30. Anthony Baker AUS           ?

The team then went on to Frankfurt for a 10km race which was held on roads in the city centre. The mens race was a fast affair with
Perlov of Russia just edging out Nick A’Hern in the low 39’s. Andrew Jachno finished 7 th in 39:50, just ahead of Ron Weigel of GDR
and Simon Baker – an indication of the great depth of this event. This was A’Hern’s first overseas trip as a senior walker and his fine
walking ensured that he received an invitation to compete in the prestigious Goodwill Games later that year.

RWA/AA 50km Championship
Adelaide, Sunday 14th July 1990

A special RWA/AA 50km championship was held on Sunday 14th July 1990 in Adelaide. The carnival also featured AA Open Women
20km, AA U20 Men 20km, AA U20 Women 10km and AA U18 Men/Women 8km. Michael Harvey was untroubled to win with
4:14:56. It was a long way back to second place! Craig Brill, the only other top liner in action, suffered a rare disqualification.

Australian 50km Championship, Adelaide, Sun 14th July 1990
1. Michael Harvey VIC 4:14:56
2. John Leydon VIC 4:28:00
3. Andrew Ludwig QLD 4:46:00
4. Jeffrey Phillips NSW 4:48:06
5. Keith law NSW 5:16:49
6. Chris Stratford NSW 5:23:18
7. Frank Overton NSW 5:38:31
- Rod Huxley NSW DNF
- John Smith NSW DNF
- Alex Crawford NSW DNF
- Mark Nipperess NSW DNF
- Trevor Vogler ACT DNF
- Robin Whyte ACT DQ
- Mick Dando ACT DQ
- Craig Brill VIC DQ
- Brian Trower VIC DQ

Teams:   1. NSW   6



2nd Goodwill Games
Husky Stadium, Seattle, USA, 20th July - 5th August 1990

At the first Goodwill Games in Moscow in 1986, Kerry Saxby had won gold in the 10,000m track walk. She returned to defend her
title at the second Goodwill Games, held between 20 th July and 5th August 1990, in Seattle, USA. She was one of a small Australian
team which also included male walkers Simon Baker, Andrew Jachno and Nick A'Hern.

Saxby’s walk was a superb one, just losing out by less than 1 second to Russian walker Nadezhda Ryashkina in the final sprint, both
girls breaking the previous world record. Beate Anders, who had beaten Kerry for gold in the 1989 World Cup, was relegated to third
place on this occasion. The men also performed well in the track 20,000m walk, especially given it was held in searing heat, with
A’Hern turning the tables on his older team mates and finishing 4 th, ahead of Baker in 5th and Jachno in 7th place. It is fair to say that
he had now come of age as a 20km walker.

Goodwill Games 10,000m Track Walk Women  
1. Nadezhda Ryashkina URS    41:56.23 WR
2. Kerry Saxby AUS    41:57.22  
3. Beate Anders GDR    42:48.51

Goodwill Games 20,000m Track Walk Men  
1. Ernesto Canto MEX 1:23:13.12 GR
2. Mikhail Shchennikov URS 1:23:22.34  
3. Bernd Gummelt GDR 1:23:29.61
4 Nick A'Hern AUS 1:23:49.90
5 Simon Baker AUS 1:23:57.04
7 Andrew Jachno  AUS 1:25:44.56

Australian 20km Championship and Glover Shield
Davies Park, Brisbane, Sunday 28th August 1990

All  the big guns had gathered  for  the  1990 Australian  20km championship in  Brisbane,  held  in  conjunction  with  the Second
Federaton Carnival and also hosting the newly minted Australian All-Schools Road Walking Championships.  Conducted by the
Queensland Athletic Association, it was a huge meet with big fields in nearly all of the events.

Andrew Jachno, Nick A’Hern and Simon Baker seemed to be playing musical chairs in the various races in 1990, with positions
changing but with the three of them now well clear of any opposition. On this occasion, Jachno won out with a PB 1:20:43, ahead of
A’Hern with 1:22:00 and Baker with 1:22:38. But it was by no means an easy win, with A’Hern setting a scorching pace for 8km
before he succumbed to his stronger opponent.

Aust 20km Champ and Glover Shield, Brisbane, Sun 28th Aug
1. Andrew Jachno VIC 1:20:43
2. Nick A'Hern NSW 1:22:00
3. Simon Baker VIC 1:22:38
4. Michael Harvey VIC 1:26:18
5. Robert McFadden SA 1:29:40
6. Derek Beaver NZ 1:29:29
7. Duncan Knox VIC 1:36:05
8. Andrew Ludwig QLD 1:37:19
9. Ignacio Jiminez QLD 1:38:03
10. Greg Robertson TAS 1:38:26
11. Rodney Huxley NSW 1:38:43
12. Jeffrey Phillips NSW 1:40:22
13. Keith Knox NSW 1:41:11
14. Jeffrey Goller VIC 1:43:54
15. Darian Law NSW 1:45:29
16. Peter Thompson QLD 1:45:59
17. Warren Barbour VIC 1:45:31
18. Klass Maurer QLD 1:47:11
19. Keith Law NSW 1:48:11
20. Caleb Maybir QLD 1:50:12
21. Bruce Cook ACT 1:51:45
22. Stephen Iselin QLD 1:53:01
23. Frank Overton NSW 1:56:39
24. Robert Lilley NSW 1:58:15
25. Grahame Huxley NSW 2:00:10
26. Graham Walsh NSW 2:04:15
27. Ron Witham NSW 2:06:03



- Trevor Vogler ACT DNF
- Stuart Walters VIC DQ
- Nigel Crew ACT DQ
- Craig Brill VIC DQ
- Anthony Michelsen NSW DQ

Teams
1 VIC 13 Andrew Jachno, Simon Baker, Michael Harvey
2 NSW 29 Nick A'Hern, Rodney Huxley, Jeffrey Phillips
3 Qld 38 Andrew Ludwig, Ignatio Jiminez, Peter Thompson

Simon Baker finished off the winter season in great form in September, slashing the Commonwealth and National 50km track record
in winning the Victorian title at the Box Hill track. He cut a massive 22 minutes off Englishman Chris Maddock’s 1984 track record
of 4:05:47, finishing in 3:43:50. It was the fastest 50km for the year and less than 2 minutes outside Raul Gonzalez’s track world
record. In this walk, he broke 4 Victorian and Australian records  - his 25km time of 1:52:24 (this broke Ted Allsopp’s famous 1956
record), his 30km time of 2:14:22, his 40km time of 2:57:57 and of course his 50km time of 3:43:50.

1991

The next IAAF Race Walking World Cup was to be held in San Jose, USA, on the weekend of 1 st - 2nd June 1991.Trials would need to
be held early in the year, with the first one being the men’s 50km, pencilled in for Melbourne in late January.

IAAF World Cup 50km Trial
Fishermans Bend, Melbourne, Sunday 27th January 1991

Simon Baker had been expected to dominate this trial, but was granted an exemption due to a broken collarbone, sustained after
being knocked off his bike near the AIS after winning an Interclub 5000m walk.  This opened the door for Craig Brill who was an
easy winner with 4:05:59. Bill Dyer took second with 4:15:59, also cementing a World Cup team spot. Kevin Louden produced the
walk of his life to finish 3rd with 4:16:43,  a huge PB of around 26 minutes and a  time also good enough for  team selection.
Amazingly, he had not even been planning to finish. He had entered the event purely to make up the numbers and intended to do
around 30km for training. He ended up stopping at around the 35km mark, prepared to call it quits. But those on the sidelines saw
that he was only 1 or 2 places outside team selection and urged him to go on. He restarted and the rest is history. Rick Cooke, with
4:17:47, was also under the 4:20:00 standard and would be in the team.

IAAF World Cup 50km Trial, Melbourne, Sun 27th Jan 1991
1. Craig Brill VIC 4:05:59
2. Bill Dyer VIC 4:15:45
3. Kevin Louden VIC 4:16:43
4. Ricky Cooke TAS 4:17:47
5. Brian Trower VIC 4:21:13
6. Duncan Knox VIC 4:32:20
7. Andrew Ludwig QLD 4:33:10
- Michael Harvey VIC DNF
- Mark Donahoo VIC DNF
- Mark Fletcher VIC DNF
- Dariusz Wojcik VIC DNF
- Stuart Walters VIC DNF
- Chris Lockwood VIC DNF

With Simon Baker an automatic qualifier, the World Cup 50km team was now a full contingent of five: Baker, Brill, Dyer, Lowden
and Cooke.

The next event of note was the NEC T&F Meet, held at the Olympic Park in Melbourne on Thursday 7 th February 1991. This was of
special significance for the racewalking community as it saw Andrew Jachno set a new Commonwealth Record for the 5000m track
walk (10:56.22) and Kerry Saxby set yet another World Record for the 3000m track walk (11:51.26). 

IAAF World Cup 20km Trial
Sydney, Wednesday 20th February 1991

The World Cup 20km trial was held in Sydney, in conjunction with the 1991 National T&F Championships, a few days before the
5000m track walk. Once again, Nick A’Hern had the wood over his older rival Andrew Jachno, 1:26:51 to 1:27:10. The surprise
was the third place finish of  David Smith, now representing Queensland and having his first national level race since 1987. He



showed he had lost little of his fitness, with a good time of 1:28:38. It should have been good enough to book him a World Cup berth,
alongside A’Hern and Jachno. However, Smith and Steve Beecroft were named in the 20km team, subject to further fitness tests. The
fifth spot remained unfilled.

IAAF World Cup 20km Trial, Sydney, Wed 20th February 1991
1. Nick A’Hern NSW 1:26:51
2. Andrew Jachno VIC 1:27:10
3. David Smith QLD 1:28:38
4. Rowan Best TAS 1:32:51
5. Mark Thomas VIC 1:37:07
6. Mark Fletcher VIC 1:39:42
7. Ignacio Jiminez QLD 1:42:19
8. Rod Huxley NSW 1:44:06
9. Michael Harvey VIC 1:45:15
10. Caleb Maybir QLD 1:48:26

IAAF World Cup 10km Trial
Sydney, wednesday 20th February 1991

The women’s IAAF World Cup 10km trial was contested along with the men’s 20km trial in Sydney just before the National T&F
Titles.  Kerry Saxby was going to  be an automatic  selection so did not  need to  race.  In  her  absence,  Lorraine Jachno had a
comfortable win with 47:37. Fellow Victorian Sharon Schnyder had to put her late career on hold as she had her first child Jason in
May 1990. But like many mothers before her, she bounced back stronger and surprised with a fine 48:18 for 2 nd in the race. Natalie
Camplin also did well enough to earn a spot World Cup spot with her third placed time of 48:29. The final World Cup spot was at the
selectors’ discretion and they went with Sue Cook who had a time of 46:51 to her credit but who had not contested the trial.

IAAF World Cup 20km Trial, Sydney, Wed 20th February 1991
1. Lorraine Jachno VIC 47:37
2. Sharon Schynder VIC 48:18
3. Natalie Camplin QLD 48:29
4. Miriam Harding ACT 49:52
5. Therese Letherby QLD 50:20
6. Jane Lewry SA 50:21
7. Natalie McKean NSW 50:54
8. Carolyn Vanstan VIC 51:17
9. Wendy Muldoon VIC 53:24
10. Jenny Jones QLD 56:20

Australian Track & Field Championships 1990-91
Sydney Athletic Field, Sydney, New South Wales, 22-24 February 1991

Simon Baker was only just starting training again after his broken collar bone so was a notable absentee from the 1991 Australiain
T&F Championships walk. That left Nick A’Hern and Andrew Jachno to fight out the title, and it was A’Hern who won with a huge
PB of 19:08.03. This was in fact the second fastest ever by an Australian, behind David Smith. Jachno also PB’d with his second
place time of 19:09.74 while David Smith continued his good form with a third placed 20:26.70.

Aust 5,000m Track Walk, Sydney, Saturday 23rd February 1991
1 Nick A'Hern NSW 19:08.03
2 Andrew Jachno VIC 19:09.74
3 David Smith QLD 20:26.70
4 Greg Robertson TAS 20:41.45
5 Mark Thomas VIC 21:08.48
6 Mark Donahoo VIC 21:39.81
7 Paul Kennedy VIC 21:42.58
8 Grant Saunders VIC 22:04.74
9 Duncan Knox VIC 22:10.49
10 Mark Fletcher VIC 22:20.70
11 Rod Huxley NSW 22:31.03
12 Chris Lockwood VIC 22:35.37
13 Jeff Phillips NSW 23:29.38
14 Caleb Maybir QLD 25:39.07
- Ross Reid VIC DQ
- Ignacio Jimenez QLD DNF



3rd World Indoor Championships
Palacio Municipal de Deportes San Pablo, Seville, Spain, 8th - 10th March 1991

Simon Baker had to withdraw from the Australian team for the World Indoors, his broken collarbone still not ready for racing. That
left a walks team of three -  Nick A'Hern, Andrew Jachno and Kerry Saxby. Surprisingly and somewhat controversially, A'Hern
was one of 8 walkers (out of 20) disqualified in the heats while Jachno was disqualified in the final, after successfully negotiating his
way through his heat with 20:06.83.  Yet Jachno’s style was thought to be exemplary and he had recorded a series of top pace
preliminary races with excellent technique. There were no such issues for Saxby who placed fourth in her heat with a leisurely
13:06.38 before recording a time of 12:03.21 to take silver in the final, beaten once again by arch rival Beate Anders. 

World Indoor Championships 5000m Walk Men
- Nicholas A’Hern AUS DQ
- Andrew Jachno AUS DQ

World Indoor Championships 3000m Walk Women
2. Kerry Saxby AUS 12:03.21 

Second “Unofficial” World Cup 20km Trial
Knox Industrial Estate, Melbourne, Sunday 21st April 1991

There were mixed messages coming from Athletics Australia with regard to the 1991 World Cup men’s 20km team. Nick A’Hern and
Andrew Jachno were definites but there was uncertainty about the remaining spots, with further performances needed to satisfy the
selectors.

The prime opportunity to impress the selectors was deemed to be the Victorian 30km Championship, to be contested in Melbourne on
Sunday 21st April. Paul Copeland walked the first 20km in 1:25:19 and Michael Harvey did the same, recording a 20km time of
1:27:08. Steve Beecroft, thinking it was only a fitness trial, retired after doing the first 10km in around 43 mins – this proved to be a
fatal error in judgement. For the record, Simon Baker, in his return to racing after his broken collarbone, won the 30km convincingly
with 2:11:35.

Rather than come to Melbourne, David Smith put his times on the board in Brisbane, first with a 10km time of 41:35, followed by the
required 20km time.

The 20km World Cup team was now confirmed as Nick A’Hern, Andrew Jachno, David Smith, Paul Copeland and Michael Harvey. It
was a poorly handled process by Athletics Australia.

1991 IAAF World Cup
San Jose, USA, 1-2 June 1991

The 1991 IAAF World Race Walking Cup was held on the weekend of 1 - 2 June 1991 in the streets of San Jose, California, USA.
The course followed a loop along Park Avenue and Almaden Boulevard, north and east of the intersection. The judges contined the
strict judging they had started at the World Indoor Championships earlier in the year and times were generally slower across the
board. The Russians were hard hit, as were the Australians, with 4 of our men disqualified. Fields were huge, with 127 in the men’s
20km, 120 in the men’s 50km and 91 in the women’s 10km. 

The men’s 20km saw  Nick A’Hern consolidate his position as our premier 20km walker, with a 15 th place finish and a time of
1:22:31.  David Smith, 46th with 1:26:14, justified his team selection, when he finished as the second Australian, ahead of Andrew
Jachno and  Michael Harvey.  Paul Copeland was disqualified, his first setback after a steady rise through the Australian ranks.
Jachno’s disappointing 59th place prompted medical tests which confirmed he had contracted glandular fever. He withdrew from the
1991 IAAF World Championship team as the illness lingered.

1991 IAAF World Cup Men 20km Walk, San Jose, Sat 1st June
15. Nicholas A’Hern AUS 1:22:21
46. David Smith AUS 1:26:14
59. Andrew Jachno AUS 1:28:42
63. Michael Harvey AUS 1:29:59
- Paul Copeland AUS DQ

Simon Baker’s performance in taking second in the 50km, only months after a broken collarbone, was definitely the outstanding
Australian performance.   In a bizarre finish,  Baker had been dropped from the leading pack of 5 walkers late in the race and
eventually crossed the line in 3rd place, ultimately being promoted to 2nd as the third Soviet walker was disqualified. The event was
won by Mexican Carlos Mercenario in 3:42:03. The second Soviet disqualification had been the most sensational with Andrey Perlov
physically  removed from the  course  within  metres  of  the  finish  after  ignoring  the  chief  judge’s  efforts  to  inform him of  his
disqualification a  kilometre  earlier.  It  was yet  another  quality  50km performance by Simon.  Ricky Cooke was the only other
Australian finisher, with Bill Dyer, Craig Brill and Kevin Lowden all disqualified.



1991 IAAF World Cup Men 50km Walk, San Jose, Sun 2nd June
2. Simon Baker AUS 3:46.36
58. Ricky Cooke AUS 4:28:15
- Bill Dyer AUS DQ
- Craig Brill AUS DQ
- Kevin Lowden AUS DQ

The women’s 10km saw yet another quality walk by Kerry Saxby – fifth place with 44:49. Lorraine Jachno walked well (as she
always did when the chips were down) to finish 33 rd and Natalie Camplin, Sue Cook and Sharon Schnyder all finished, ensuring
the women finished 8th in the Teams event. 

1991 IAAF World Cup Women 10km Walk, San Jose, Sat 1st June
5. Kerry Saxby AUS 44:49
33. Lorraine Jachno AUS 48:01
46 Natalie Camplin AUS 49:32
59 Sue Cook AUS 51:29
72. Sharon Schnyder AUS 54:58

25th Lake Burley Griffin Carnival
Lake Burley Griffin, Canberra, Sunday 9th June 1991

The carnival continued to get bigger and bigger, with a second year of over 300 entries. Again, VRWC proved to have too much
depth in the 20 Mile event and took 8 of the first 10 placings. Simon Baker won out after a good battle with Michael Harvey while
20 year old Steve Beecroft, in his first year of an AIS scholarship, took 3 rd place in a great first up appearance. The previous year, he
had won the U20 10,000m title at Canberra in an Austalian Junior best time of 42:30.

LBG 20 Miles, Canberra, Sunday 9th June 1991
1 Simon Baker VIC 149.11
2 Michael Harvey VIC 149.54
3 Steve Beecroft VIC 154.15
4 Greg Robertson TAS 155.37
5 Mark Donahoo VIC 161.34
6 Mark Fletcher VIC 165.23
7 Duncan Knox VIC 165.23
8 John Leydon VIC 168.20
9 Chris Lockwood VIC 168.43
10 Frank Bertei PPk 169.56
11 Paul Nunn VIC 170.02
12 Rod Huxley NSW 170.49
13 Keith Knox NSW 171.11
14 Keith Law NSW 174.59
15 Alex Crawford NSW 177.03
16 Tony Johnson VIC 180.13
17 Warren Harbour PPk 180.25
18 Marker Murray SA 181.48
19 Ben Richardson NSW 182.42
20 Robin Whyte ACT 184.46
21 Chris Stratford NSW 185.35
22 Dean Cruise VIC 188.16
23 Trevor Vogler ACT 191.30
24 Darian Law NSW 191.54
25 Peter Luke VIC 194.43
26 Frank Overton NSW 198.41

Teams
1. VIC1 Simon Baker, Mike Harvey, Steve Beecroft
2. VIC2 Mark Donahoo, Mark Fletcher, Duncan Knox
3. NSW Rod Huxley, Keith Law, Alex Crawford

1991 Australian 50km Championship
Adelaide, Sunday 14th July 1991

Dariusz Wojcik (4:00:38) and Craig Brill (4:02:38) were the standouts in the 1991 Australian 50km, with both walkers showing that
they would be serious contenders for the 1992 Olympic 50km team.



1991 Australian 50km Championship, Adelaide, 14th July 1991
1. Dariusz Wojcik VIC 4:00:38   PB
2. Craig Brill VIC 4:02:45   PB
3. Ricky Cooke TAS 4:21:44 
4. Andrew Ludwig QLD 4:30:30
5. John Leydon VIC 4:32:58
6. Keith Knox NSW 4:36:36
7. Murray Marker SA 5:08:00

Teams  1. VIC 6

16th Summer Universiade
Sheffield, Great Britain, 14-26 July 1991

The 1991 Summer Universiade, also known as the XVI Summer Universiade, took place in Sheffield, England. Only one Australian
walker was in attendance – remember you had to be studying for a tertiary degree, and that cut out many of our top athletes. Steve
Beecroft seemed to have recovered from the disappointment of missing the World Cup team, finishing 6th with 1:26:33.

Summer Universiade 20km Walk Men, Sheffield, July 1991
6. Steve Beecroft AUS 1:26:33

Australian 20km Championship and Glover Shield
Albert Park, Melbourne, Sunday 25th August 1991

The Australian  men’s  20km and  women’s  10km championships  were  contested  as  part  of  the  Second  Federation  Carnival  in
Melbourne on Sunday 25th August.  With Nick A’Hern,  Simon Baker  and Kerry Saxby overseas preparing for the IAAF World
Athletics Championships, the races were open affairs and the senior titles were taken by David Smith and Sharon Schnyder. In the
men’s 20km, Smith had the wood over rival Andrew Jachno, kicking away in the second half to win by just over 2 minutes, 1:23:50
to 1:25:55. In fairness to Jachno, he was still overcoming the effects of glandular fever so was below his best. Third place went to the
ever consistent Michael Harvey with 1:28:47. 

Aust 20km Champ and Glover Shield, Melbourne, Sun 25th Aug
1. David Smith QLD 1:23.50
2. Andrew Jachno VIC 1:25.55
3. Michael Harvey VIC 1:28.47
4. Mark Donahoo VIC 1:30.05
5. Craig Robertson Tas 1:30.22
6. Craig Jeffrey VIC 1:30.55
7. Craig Brill VIC 1:33.16
8. Robert McFadden SA 1:33.38
9. Willi Sawell VIC 1:34.34
10. John Leydon VIC 1:34.47
11. Shane Pearson QLD 1:34.55
12. Keith Knox NSW 1:36.06
13. Frank Bertei VIC 1:36.07
14. Paul Nunn VIC 1:37.21
15. Rod Huxley NSW 1:37.45
16. Chris Lockwood VIC 1:38.27
17. Ignacio Jiminez QLD 1:39.01
18. Mark Thomas VIC 1:39.18
19. Andrew Ludwig QLD 1:39.48
20. Duncan Knox VIC 1:42.47
21. Ben Richardson NSW 1:43.00
22. Richard Illingworth VIC 1:44.14
23. Mark Wall TAS 1:45.12
24. Alex Crawford NSW 1:45.30
25. Keith Law NSW 1:45.33
26. Peter Thompson QLD 1:48.22
27. John Jardine VIC 1:48.40
28. Mick Mulligan NSW 1:48.51
29. Manfred Kuppler VIC 1:49.58
30. Ian Richardson QLD 1:50.01
31. Caleb Maybir QLD 1:53.18
32. Tony Barrett VIC 1:53.36
33. Darian Law NSW 1:54.38



34. Trevor Vogler ACT 1:55.46
35. Frank Overton NSW 1:59.28
36. Graham Walsh NSW 2:00.22
37. Ron Whitam NSW 2:08.53
38. Tony Michell VIC 2:17.51
- Rohan Best TAS DQ
- Bill Dyer VIC DQ
- Mathew Ness NSW DNF
- Brian Maslin VIC DNF
- Kevin Douglas VIC DNF
- Paul Copeland VIC DNF
- Duane Cousins VIC DNF

Teams
1 VIC Andrew Jachno, Michael Harvey, Mark Donahoo
2 QLD David Smith, Shane Pearson, Ignacio Jiminez
3 NSW Keith Knox, Rod Huxley, Ben Richardson,

3rd IAAF World T&F Championships,
Tokyo, Japan, 23rd September - 1st October 1991

With Andrew Jachno a withdrawal due to glandular fever, a small team of 3 Australian walkers made the trip to Tokyo for the 1991
IAAF World T&F Championships, and their results were mixed.  Kerry Saxby excelled as usual, coming fifth with 44:02 in the
women’s 10km. Nick A’Hern continued his rise up the rankings with a 20th placed time of 1:23:44 in the men’s 20km. Simon Baker
suffered a rare disappointment in the men’s 50km – his first disqualification in 14 international appearances.

IAAF World T&F Championships 20km Walk Men
20. Nick A'Hern AUS 1:23:44

IAAF World T&F Championships 10km Walk Women
5. Kerry Saxby AUS 44:02

IAAF World T&F Championships 50km Walk Men
- Simon Baker AUS DNF

1992

Olympic 50km Trial
Melbourne, Sunday 26th January 1992

In January 1992, the 1992 Olympic 50km trial was held in Melbourne.  Simon Baker did not have to compete, being granted an
automatic Olympic selection, compliments of his 2nd place finish in the 1991 World Cup in Barcelona. In his absence, Dariusz
Wojcik (first in a PB 3:58:30) and Craig Brill (2nd with a PB 4:00:21) rose to the challenge, producing worthy performances. Both
walkers were well under the Olympic B Qualifying standard for a second time, following on from their 1-2 finish in the 1991
Australian 50km championship 6 months before.  This should have been sufficient to justify Olympic selection, yet surprisingly,
neither was  added to the Australian Olympic team. There were even accusations of pacing levelled against Andrew Jachno and
Wojcik, but this was ridiculous as they were competitors on the track at the same time (Wojcik in the 50km and Jachno in the 20km)
and simply walking together, as allowed by the rules. The only other 50km competitor, Kevin Lowden, did not finish the trial.

Olympic 50km Trial, Melbourne, Sunday 26th January 1992
1. Dariusz Wojcik VIC 3:58:30   PB
2. Craig Brill VIC 4:00:21   PB
- Kevin Lowden VIC DNF

There was no stated qualification time to make the team, although 3:58:00 was a time being given some importance. The selection
requirement was that athletes had to demonstrate that they could finish in the top 16 at the Olympics. It was all rather vague. 

In a controversial move, it was announced that the results were not of a sufficient standard and that the ‘official’ 50km trial would
now be in  Dudince,  Czechoslovakia. Anyone wishing to gain an Olympic berth would have to pay their own way to Europe and
compete in this race. This was unprecedented! With Athletics Australia unwilling to bend, walkers, Wojcik and Brill amongst them,
had no alternative but to self-fund a European trip to try to earn an Olympic spot. 



Olympic 20km Trial
Grand Prix Circuit, Adelaide, Wednesday 4th March 1992

The men’s 20km trial was held in Adelaide in conjunction with the National Track and Field Titles, and it was an exciting race.
Simon Baker  finished strongly to overtake  Nick A’Hern  and win with 1:22:15, 57 secs ahead of A’Hern who took second with
1:23:13. David Smith had been up there early before retiring around the 12km mark. 

But the real interest was further back. As 1992 started,  Andrew Jachno seemed to have overcome his illness, capturing the ACT
5000m walk title in a quick 20:05.5. But just when he seemed to be back on track, a critical problem put his athletic career on hold
again. Applying ice to a sore knee, he froze one of the key nerves in the knee and electrical impulses to the shin were impaired. The
diagnosis - wait for it to repair naturally - the timeframe 3 to 6 months. With his preparation in tatters, he looked like missing the
Olympic 20km trial, until AIS physiotherapist Peter Stanton came to the rescue and devised a contraption using a bicycle inner - the
tube was attached to the shoelaces and taped under the kneecap. The result - the toes were held firm at 90 o to the shin and provided
the necessary control to pull the foot forward. Some people questioned the legality of the device but it was ruled by A.A. to be within
the rules and Jachno was able to line up for the trial. He struggled across the finish line in 3 rd place, with a time of 1:23:36. 

Olympic 20km Trial, Adelaide, Wednesday 4th March 1992
1. Simon Baker VIC 1:22:16
2. Nick A’Hern NSW 1:23:13
3. Andrew Jachno VIC 1:23:36
4. Rick Cooke TAS 1:30:08
5. Greg Robertson TAS 1:31:11
6. Michael Harvey VIC 1:35:25
- George White VIC DNF
- David Smith QLD DNF
- Shane Pearson QLD DNF
- Craig Jeffrey VIC DNF
- Ben Richardson NSW DNF
- Dariusz Wojcik VIC DQ
- Manuel Kollorz GER DQ

Paul Copeland VIC DQ

Olympic 10km Trial 
Grand Prix Circuit, Adelaide, Wednesday 4th March 1992

Kerry Saxby gave another great exhibition to win the women’s Olympic 10km trial in Adelaide. Kerry beat New Zealander Anne
Judkins by 3 minutes, with the consistent Lorraine Jachno 20 secs further back in third place. It was not easy for Australian women
to be selected for this Olympic walk. Although the IOC had set a B standard of 48:00 and an A standard of 46:30, Australia had set its
own standard of 45:30. The womens walk was the only event which warranted such special treatment. Lorraine was only awarded a
provisional place based on her 2nd place in the trial. Although she subsequently beat the 45:30 standard twice, she was not added to
the final team in what can only be seen as a miscarraige of justice. But more of that later.

Olympic 20km Trial, Adelaide, Wednesday 4th March 1992
1. Kerry Saxby NSW 43:03
2. Anne Judkins NZL 46:36
2. Lorraine Jachno VIC 46:56
3. Gabrielle Blythe VIC 47:49
5. Sue Cook VIC 47:52
6. Natalie Camplin QLD 48:01
7. Wendy Muldoon VIC 48:51
8. Carolyn Vanstan VIC 49:06
9. Jantien Saltet NSW 49:34
10. Therese Letheby QLD 49:40
11. Jane Lewry SA 50:34
12. Jenny Jones NSW 51:01
- Louise Nicholson VIC DNF

Australian Track & Field Championships 1991-92
Olympic Sports Field, Adelaide, SA, 5-10 March 1992

The Australian 5000m track title was an unforgettable 3 way tussle between  Andrew Jachno, David Smith and Simon Baker. Smith
eventually won in 19:23, with Jachno crossing the line in 2nd place, only a couple of seconds behind, to find that the referee had ruled
his support strap illegal and disqualified him. Baker was moved up to second place and  Michael Harvey was now the bronze
medallist. 



Aust 5,000m Track Walk , Adelaide, Saturday 7th March 1992
1 David Smith QLD 19:23.41
2 Simon Baker VIC 19:47.84
3 Mike Harvey VIC 20:40.75
4 Rob McFadden SA 20:48.35
5 Manuel Kollorz GER 20:58.36
6 Craig Jeffrey VIC 21:07.02
7 Greg Robertson TAS 21:16.26
8 Paul Kennedy VIC 21:30.47
9 Ben Richardson NSW 22:30.32
10 Stuart Walters VIC 22:51.19
11 Ross Reid VIC 23:50.60
- Shane Pearson QLD DQ
- Nick A'Hern NSW DQ
- Andrew Jachno VIC DQ
- John Leydon NSW DQ

This raised  a  whole new controversy as  to  whether  Jachno’s  20km trial  performance  should be  reviewed.  But  common sense
prevailed and the 20km result was ratified. Consider the Monty Python like scenario: the same mechanical aid had resulted in a tick
of approval in one Athletics Australia race and then a cross of disapproval in another Athletics Australia race 3 days later. You
couldn’t invent this stuff!

Jachno was named in the Olympic B squad and,  with the shin responding to treatment,  he was off to Europe to chase further
performances to confirm his selection. In May he had a series of races that showed he was regaining form. First he placed 2nd in the
German Olympic Games 20km trial in 1:21:37, then followed this up with 38:49 for 2nd place in a road 10km event in Copenhagen
and a week later finished 4th in a track 20km in Bergen,  recording 1:21:34.1 for a new Victorian record. But the races took a toll on
his limited preparation and he faded in the heat at Barcelona to finish a disappointed 31 st place in 1:36:49. This was to be his last
international walk, although none of us could have guessed.

Second Olympic 50km Trial
Dudince, Czechoslovakia, Saturday 26th April 1992

Ok, now let’s talk about this infamous second Olympic 50km trial in Czechoslovakia. As Simon Baker had been pre-selected, he was
not required to race, but everyone else had to self fund a trip to Europe. Alas, no one was successful. Why am I not surprised!
Michael Harvey went through the halfway mark in 1:59 but then struggled, fading to finish 15 th with 4:13:58. Dariusz Wojcik was
disqualified at the 45km mark while on sub 4 hour pace. Craig Brill and Rick Cooke was amongst the retirees.

Olympic 50km trial, Dudince, Saturday 26th April 1992
15. Michael Harvey VIC 4:13:58
- Dariusz Wojcik VIC DQ
- Craig Brill VIC DNF
- Rick Cooke TAS DNF

Three weeks later, Wojcik and Harvey both started another 50km on the track in Bergen, Norway, and again Michael was the only
Australian to finish but, alas, still not fast enough. After going through 40km in 3 hr 9 min, he faded badly and struggled to walk the
last 10km in 65 minutes. 

1992 Australian 50km Championship
Knox Industrial Estate, Melbourne, Sunday 24th May 1992

With Andrew Jachno chasing times in Europe and with Simon Baker and Craig Brill notable absentees, the 1992 Australian 50km
championship was a relatively open event. You might be wondering why this was not designated as the ‘second’ Australian Olympic
50km Trial? So were many people! It only served to illustrate what an absolute debacle Athletics Australia had engineered.

Perhaps not surprisingly, only one Australian finished, and it was 50 year old Willi Sawall, who won with 4:12:57. What can you say
except - amazing! The only other finishers were New Zealanders  Paul McElwee, Gary Little  and Stephen Farquhar.  Michael
Harvey, Rick Cooke and Dariusz Wojcik all failed to finish. Harvey and Wojcik had only just retuned from Europe, having tried to
get a 50km time on the board in Bergen the weekend before. Sadly, Harvey pulled out at 40km with a hip injury sustained in Bergen,
while Wojcik fell foul of the judges once again.

Thus time ran out for the other Australian 50km walkers and Simon Baker was our only 1992 50km Olympian. Dariusz Wojcik has
the rather dubious honour of being the only Australian to have broken 4  hours for the 50km and yet to never have gained an
Australian vest.



Aust 50km Championship, Melbourne, Sunday 24th May 1992
1. Willi Sawall VIC 4:12:57
2. Paul McElwee NZL 4:17:48
3. Gary Little NZL 4:35:19
4. Stephen Farquhar NZL 4:42:42
- Caleb Maybir QLD DNF
- Michael Harvey VIC DNF
- Mark Dnoahoo VIC DNF
- Rick Cooke TAS DNF
- Duncan Knox VIC DNF
- Stuart Walters VIC DNF
- Frank Overton NSW DNF
- Robert McFadden SA DNF
- Dariusz Wojcik VIC DQ

Athletics Essendon team mates – Dariusz Wojcik did 3:58:30 but missed out on Olympic 50km selection while Andrew Jachno had to
make use of an experimental lower leg splint to get his 20km berth

26th Lake Burley Griffin Carnival
Lake Burley Griffin, Canberra, Sunday 7th June 1992

Michael Harvey, after 5 second placings and 3 third placing, finally broke through for a well deserved and popular win in the 1992
LBG 20 Mile Championship. In a year in which most of the senior walkers were absent, John Leydon and Bill Dyer took the minor
medals ahead of youngsters Shane Pearson and Mark Fletcher.

LBG 20 Miles, Canberra, Sunday 7th June 1992
1. Michael Harvey VRWC 2:30:14
2. John Leydon NSW 2:38:42
3. Bill Dyer VRWC 2:43:48
4. Shane Pearson QRWC 2:46:31
5. Mark Fletcher VRWC 2:47:10
6. Mark Dossetor ACT 2:48:40
7. Duncan Knox VRWC 2:52:18
8. Mark Donahoo VRWC 2:53:51
9. Rod Huxley NSW 2:54:30
10. Chris Stratford NSW 2:56:47
11. Craig Webb NSW 2:58:51
12. Ben Richardson NSW 2:59:01
13. Robin Whyte ACT 2:59:41
14. Darian Law NSW 3:08:46
15. John Smith NSW 3:10:40
16. Murray Marker SA 3:11:09
17. Keith Law NSW 3:19:38
18. Frank Overton NSW 3:21:34
19. Ann Staunton (F) ACT 3:28:06



20. H Geyteman NSW 3:36:41
21. Bill Starr SA 3:41:49
22. Tim Thompson SA 3:57:21
- Alex Crawford NSW DNF
- Dariusz Wojcik VRWC DNF

20km Australian Championship and  Glover Shield
Heffron Park, Maroubra, Queensland, Sunday 30th August 1992

The 1992 Australian 20km Championship, held as part of the  Second Federation Carnival  on the Gold Coast, Queensland, was
another open event, with the top walkers absent. The yearly calendar was now overflowing with walks and it was not possible, either
from a physical or from a financial perspective, to attend them all. Rob McFadden won with 1:30:49, ahead of Craig Jeffrey and
New Zealander Craig Barrett.

20km Australian Championship, Maroubra, Sun 20th Aug 1992
1. Rob McFadden SA 1:30.49
2. Craig Jeffrey VIC 1:33.26
3. Craig Barrett NZ 1:34.21
4. Mark Donahoo VIC 1:36.59
5. Keith Knox NSW 1:37.42
6. Dominic McGrath VIC 1:38.58
7. Steven Burke VIC 1:40.13
8. Chris Stratford NSW 1:40.32
9. Duncan Knox VIC 1:42.48
10. Craig Webb NSW 1:42.52
11. George White SA 1:43.56
12. John Leydon NSW 1:46.21
13. Peter Bennett QLD 1:46.43
14. John Stenhouse ACT 1:47.59
15. Robin Whyte ACT 1:48.36
16. Keith Law NSW 1:52.12
17. Michael Mulligan NSW 1:53.21
18. Frank Overton NSW 1:57.02
19. Robert Chapman ACT 1:57.30
20. Hugh Geyteman NSW 2:05.50
21. LC Waddell ACT 2:07.59
22. Caleb Maybir QLD 2:09.38
23. David Jones QLD 2:09.41
- Greg Robertson TAS DQ
- Nigel Crew ACT DQ
- Ignacio Jiminez Qld DQ

Teams
1. Vic 12 Craig Jeffrey, Mark Donahoo, Dominic McGrath
2. NSW 24 Keith Knox, Chris Stratford, Craig Webb
3. ACT 42 John Stenhouse, Robin Whyte, Robert Chapman

Revisiting the 1992 Australian Olympic Selections

The Australian Olympic selections were eventually confirmed as follows

20km Men Nick A’Hern (NSW), Andrew Jachno (VIC)
50km Men: Simon Baker (VIC)
10km Women: Kerry Saxby (NSW), Gabrielle Blythe (VIC)

The women’s selections deserve a separate discussion, as they remain controversial, even now, nearly 30 years down the track.

It was not easy for Australians to be selected for this first Olympic walk for women. Although the I.O.C. had set a B standard of
48:00 and an A standard of 46:30, Australia had set its own standard of 45:30. The womens walk was the only event to warrant such
special treatment. 

Kerry Saxby was expected to be a shoe-in and Lorraine Jachno was expected to be the next most likely for Olympic selection. They
confirmed this with their 1-2 finish in the official Australian trial (Saxby 43:03 and Jachno 46:56). 



With Jachno as the second Australian in the official trial and with an Australian Olympic qualifier already under her belt, we expected
to see her name announced in the official lists. It was with some astonishment that we read that  she had only been given a B grade
selection,  meaning  that  she  would  have to  confirm her  spot with other  qualifying performances.  She did  this  twice,  firstly  in
Melbourne on the road  (45:24) and then in Bergen in Norway on  16th May  on the track  (45:26). Her Bergen time was a new
Victorian record and she beat the Chinese girl who went on to win the 1992 Olympic walk. Surely this was enough to satisfy the
selectors!

The situation changed radically while Jachno was in Europe. Fellow Victorian Gabrielle Blythe, who had been convincingly beaten
by her in the trial, won the Australian 20km title in Melbourne on 24th May with 1:40:02. In this race, her first 10km split had been
44:21. She then backed this up with 44:27 in La Coruna in Europe.

The selectors were faced with the choice – which one of Jachno and Blythe to select. The answer seemed obvious to us – both girls
had repeatedly beaten the tough Australian standard and both deserved selection. There was consternation when Jachno was left out
of the team in favour of Blythe. Was the decision political (Blythe was at the AIS and Jachno was not) or did they choose a younger
walker instead of an older walker (Jachno was 32). In any case, much discussion occurred behind closed doors. Jachno had been led
to believe that a time under 45:30 would gain her selection and she had met this criteria on 3 separate occasions. Her subsequent
omission from the 1992 Olympic team rates as one of the blackest moments in Australian walking history.

By way of comparison, 3 women athletes were selected to compete in the 200m and in the 400m, so it was not as if 3 selections in
one event was not allowed.

Gabrielle Blythe (left) and Kerry Saxby (middle) made the inaugural women's Olympic 10km walk but Lorraine Jachno (right) was
controversially left out

1992 Olympic Games
Barcelona, Spain, 25th July – 9th August 1992

Following such turmoil, it was perhaps not surprising that the Australian 1992 Olympic walk performances were mediocre.  Andrew
Jachno and  Gabrielle Blythe  had been forced to chase times in Europe in the leadup to the Games and, understandably, both
subsequently walked personally disappointing Olympic races in what turned out to be their last international appearances.  Nick
A'Hern was diagnosed with a hyper-active thryoid gland soon after his Olympic trial performance in April (explaining why he had
been so tired for some time) and an operation was required later that month to remove a tumour from his neck. He bounced back, but
again his Olympic performance was below his usual high standard. Only  Simon Baker and Kerry Saxby could break into the top
twenty, with Olympic placings of 19th and 15th respectively.

1992 Olympic Performances – Australia
Nick A'Hern (NSW)  20km Walk 22/42 1:31:39 
Andrew Jachno (VIC)  20km Walk 31/42 1:36:49 
Simon Baker (VIC)  50km Walk 19/43 4:08:11 
Gabrielle Blythe (VIC)  10km Walk 31/44    50:13 
Kerry Saxby (NSW)  10km Walk 15/44    46:01 



1993 IAAF Race Walking World Cup 50km Trial
Knox Industrial Estate, Melbourne, Sunday 13th December 1992

There was one final important race for the year, namely the Australian 50km Trial for the 1993 IAAF Race Walking World Cup. It
was staged in conjunction with the 1992 Victorian 50km Championship at Knox, and a very hot and windy day made for a tough
race. It was a typical Melbourne summer scorcher.

The tough men won out, with Simon Baker first (4:05:08), Michael Harvey second (4:09:20) and Craig Brill third (4:13;13). Brill
had collapsed at 44km and had to be revived with buckets of water and encouragement from supporters, before he could summon up
sufficient strength to finish. Andrew Jachno strugged and retired at 40km while Dariusz Wojcik retired at 20km.

1992 World Cup 50km Trial, Melbourne, Sun 13th Dec 1991
1. Simon Baker VIC 4:05:08
2. Michael Harvey VIC 4:09:20
3. Craig Brill VIC 4:13:13
4. Mark Donahoo VIC 4:22:06
5. Bill Dyer VIC 4:43:00
- Dariusz Wojcik VIC DNF
- Andrew Jachno VIC DNF

Baker, Harvey and Brill would all be rewarded with World Cup 50km berths. There were no controversies this time!

DATES…DATES…DATES 

As usual, I finish with a list of upcoming events on the local, national and international fronts. Let me know of any errors/omissions.
It continues to change quickly as a result of COVID-19 issues.
 
Australian/Victorian Key Dates – 2020
Aug 30 (Sun), 2020 Australian Masters 20km Championships, Adelaide (Now a Postal Event)
Aug 30 (Sun), 2020 Australian Roadwalk Championships and RWA Carnival, Melbourne (POSTPONED - TBA)

International Dates
Sep 18 (Fri), 2020 46th International RW Festival, Alytus, Lithuania (see http://www.alytusfestival.lt/) 
Sep 26 (Sat), 2020 International Race Walk Meeting, Zaniemysl, Poland (Includes Polish 20km Champs)
Oct 10 (Sat), 2020 Podebrady Walks Meet, Podebrady, Czech Republic (see https://www.podebrady-walking.cz/en/) 
Oct 24 (Sat), 2020 Dudince EA Permit Meet (20km men/women and 50km men)
Oct 20-22, 2020 Lake Taihu Tour, Suzhou, China (CANCELLED)
Nov 7 (Sat), 2020 NZ Road Walk Championships, Bruce Pulman Park, Auckland, New Zealand

July 23 – Aug 8, 2021 32nd Olympic Games, Tokyo and Sapphoro
July, 2021 23rd World Masters T&F Championships, Tampare, Finland
Aug 8-19, 2021 World University Summer Games, Chengdu, China
Aug 20-21, 2021 18th World Athletics U20 T&F Championships, Nairobi, Kenya (POSTPONED FROM 2020)

Jan 2022 Oceania Masters Championships, Norfolk Island (POSTPONED FROM  JANUARY 2020)
TBA, 2022 9th World Masters Indoor T&F Championships, Edmonton, Canada
Apr 23-24, 2022 29th World Athletics Race Walking Team Championships, Minsk, Belarus
July 15-24, 2022 18th World Athletics Championships, Eugene, USA
July 27 - Aug 7, 2022 XXII Commonwealth Games, Birmingham, GBR
Aug 11-21, 2022 European Athletics Championships, Munich, GER

TBA, 2023 24th World Masters T&F Championships, Gothenburg Sweden
Aug 2023 (TBC) 19th World Athletics Championships, Budapest, Hungary

Tim Erickson, terick@melbpc.org.au   Mob: 0412 257 496 
Copies of recent newsletters are kept on the VRWC website (http://www.vrwc.org.au)   
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